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Abstract

Tsetskhlijvariis one of the most important shrines in Mtiuleti (mountain region of eastern
Georgia). Basing on the available scanty materials, somehow we tried to reconstruct the holiday
linked to the shrine and put forward some of our views on its name and essence.

After many years of research and observation based on historical, archival, and field materials
collected by me, I concluded that the feast is connected with the Cross of Mtskheta. From the first
century to the sixth century we would distinguish three stages in the Christianization of Georgia:
first, when St. Andrew, together with other apostles, joyfully tells the Georgians the story of the
redemption of mankind by God. Christian communities are emerging at this time. The second
stage, when in the fourth century, as a result of St. Nino’s sermons, the king of Kartli Mirian
officially declared Christianity the state religion of Kartli Kingdom and institutionalized the
church. The Assyrian Fathers who came to Georgia in the sixth century strengthened
Dyophysitism and introduced coenobitic monasticism. The second period of the spread of
Christianity in Georgia I call the “period of the cross” when similar to the erection of the main
cross in Mtskheta, crosses were erected in the places of idols or the places of pagan deity worship,
which was followed by the construction of churches or shrines on their sites throughout the
country.

Therefore, we consider that the general name of East Georgian mountain shrines — jvar-khati
(dit. cross-icon) should be related to the “period of the cross” and the Cross of Mtskheta, after
which are named most of the main shrines in East Georgian mountains. The term khati (icon)
should denote a local shrine, as the “icon”, “replica” of the main, Mtskheta Cross. Hence we think
that if Lomisais the shrine dedicated to the miracle of the Cross of Mtskheta (the Wednesday
after Pentecost), Lasharishould be celebrated on the feast day of the Mtskheta Cross, initially
celebrated on the third Sunday after Easter, Tsetskhlijvari was originally supposed to be the feast
on May, 7 or erection of the crosses and, like other shrines, was later associated with St. George’s
Day or Epiphany and Sunday of Thomas. We think that common community shrines should have
been established in the name of the Cross of Mtskheta. Those are the main shrines of the
historical-ethnographic units of Kartli Kingdom and they should be related to the Cross of
Mtskheta in the “period of the cross” (fourth — circa ninth centuries).
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! Literary means the feast cross of fire.
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©OLILHIMWDBgs 3BMdOoO.

2 59 0399e0lbIGds 35ELIBIWO.
% 360d0b 8mfmr9d30Lsmg0L B5EEMdIL 3bOm gges JobEewb.

165



HISTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY, ETHNOLOGY oabL@mMns, sMJamemmans, 1006memmano

99mMg  OaLLLHIME0S  2gMRIAHMBS Hg3d0.  BHEMmOIORFOWHE  OMIWYOMOS, OMI
39029¢™ds  awoffocedo Lodxg®m oym: 9. LsFGOMdsL 96v) sEYMToEsb dglody WAL,
BIM0E39WGIL @O 28 9a30LEML,  FoM05AMBSL.  F9M0sdMds  ©odgl,  296MYYBHIO
b 9330930 o bY308309gd0 S3bMdEbId o Jool-JmdmdL. dJos 10 yoM3s6gs
9603mm0  Lodbm  EMIgdo (3b390Ms. 0oL JodM, GMI 00 dogr0sb OO  0ym
231mb69Mol  ¥3900m, Ygmo  Asdm3Jmbsm. Tl FMowbgb s  ygzgws  mxsbl
Mbsfogdbgb. 8mboF Mo Jool 2olpsh s3bmdbyb B3gMwgdMH030, GHMOOE0YIO
Bmdol Jogdl, bmem Jgedobash s@®osl. oo Jool godmaEbmdol bl oJoEmds
9Md3s. 3596056  0mmbodzowol  mddom, gb oo 1850 Fersdg  LEOHYEPEIOMS.
09003 339 3595 Jogdl  s3bmdbab (0ommmbodzowo, 2015:177, 203-204). L.
05350005 50bodbogl, ®md  Lsdgdol  ©Y36MBId0  EOIEMdL  sEYMToL  dglsdg
©E9Lb 0bobgh. 5 wo@®o gMdMLYL (3b3gxdMEs oo Jos, GmIgwog  Lsberols
056%g  93Jmbom, FMobgb @5 Y3gas  mxsbl  MMH0agdba6  (3535¢50005,1934:229).
OymO3 PobL, ©0IsMds XM LoowEyMIm 39M0MEMID ©s ©3mOLTIMdYMsb Mbs
4mzoE0yYm 353006900, dmy300690000 30 doosbs 28 sy30LEHML, d0dobgdsls sbvy
©3000LddMdWOL Lobgl 353806 s.

©0dsMbzol dgmeg bmPsdsml, mwdgmdo JoElsegdwms dmbabligbgdgwo ©®g
- 96ALoEgmMds  035OMIOMES. g MY ©OE  EOILILHIMWO  0MZWIIMOS
50dMbsggom Lodo®mzggermli 305690 do. 3 ©Egl Mdgmdo, dBoL s3mbgwsdEYy, Y39
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MO EYds.  J3ol oozl Bgdmom,  93gbool  39gEgwo 49853900,  M50353
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