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Abstract

The represented work discusses the administration system of one of the state institutions of the
Hitiiti Empire - namely, the system of governing of the border regions and the importance of the
regions for the State itself. Along the whole border line of the Hittite Empire, there were established
the so called “border regions;” there are no special terminology found in the Hittite texts denoting such
regions. Such border regions or border settlements are denoted in the Hittite texts under their own
names. The fact that the settlements belonged to the border regions is known from the old texts in
which the settlements (towns) of the whole region are denoted according the names or the official
status of their governors. Establishing border regions began from the period known as “Old Kingdom”
but they are represented in all their fully developed forms in the period of the New Kingdom. The
Hittiti Kingdom (known also as Hatti Kingdom) took the image of the empire in the sense of its
governing system. In the XIV-XIII centuries BC, the Hittite Kingdom became one of the strongest
States in the world of those times. Unlike Egypt and Mesopotamia, where the main role in developing
of the statehood belonged to the landownership, based on the irrigation systems, the main role in
establishing the Hittiti Kingdom was associated with the outer factors, due to which, the mighty of the
state depended on the military success. The Hittite (Hatti) Empire, alongside with the expansionistic
policies, often was impelled to struggle against their enemies. Their territories and especially the border
regions were under the military threat from their neighbors. Due to such conditions, those territories
were often attacked and destroyed by the foreign forces. In such circumstances defending the military
borders were especially important, necessary and correspondingly, the special attention was paid to the
defense of the borders. Each such region included the territories near the border lines which supposedly
could coincide with the historically established administrative unit borders. In the border line regions,
the basic duty of the governors of such regions, appointed by the King’s power - BEL MADGALTI -
along with their civil duties, were also to defend and strengthen the state borders. Their general duties
can be compared with the markgraphs of the middle centuries Europe and the Georgian noblemen
called Eristavi, living at the border lines, in the period of the Georgian united monarchy, though the
forms of the governing of the mentioned regions were radically different.
Key words: Assyriology, BEL MADGALTI, border region, Hittite kingdom, markgraph, border, Noble
Eristavi.

'The work was delivered as a scientific paper at the first International Symposium of the Social Sciences of the
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BLEHMIBOo

659GMm3ddo  gobbomeos bgmgdoll 0d39Mmool gom-gMmo Lobgwdfozm obbGHoGMEGHOL -
LobobEgOm  Mmerdgdol  JIsOM39wmdol  LobBgds s 93 merdgdol 36033690 mds
Lobgemdfogmbomgol.  bgmgdol  Lsdgmnml  dogwo  LolodEgOMm  Brmeol  asLfzmog
Bo0MY5¢0d90eo 0ogm 9.4 “bolisBrg®m merdgdo”, G®mIEol s0lsbodbsgs bgme &gdu@dgddo
65099 L3905 MHO GHgMdobo 96O Tmy393m390s. Y390 LsboBOZOM medo, 96 Lobsbrzmm
Medol slsbgdqdo bgmw® F9gdu@gddo dmbligbgdeos 30L0 Lo3MMIMO LobgEom. ob, MmJ
b obEbEGdGOO 39693936905 LoboBO3OM Mmerdgdl 3390)rmdo 03 bgom)Mo GHgduEgdol
dobg30m, BsIE ILELEGIOL (Joasdgdol) b dJmgwo TbsGOL Lobgwo dmbligbogdmeros 50
Meddo 60860 33sMmM3geol 1sb53gdMdOL 96 fmgdol s0db0dzbgw Lobgwmsb gMma.
LoboBEOZOM  MmEdgdol  Rsdmyswodgds  ofjygds  “dggero  Lsdgnmb®  39MH0MEOEsb, dsMsd
9056039 mdol sbgz9fowo gm®mIgdom ob §393e0bgds sHswo BsdgBMb 39M0MEAT0, HMEILSS
bgmgdol bodgmmd dsMMN39eMdOL MZoebyBOOLOM 0d3gM0wMe bsbgl owgdl. d3. §. XIV-XIII
b59931699030 bgmgdol Lsdggnm odzs 0dEOMobogeo  Amgwoml ghm-9hm  dEogegls
Lobgedfogme. 93303G0bs Qo 3995000065690l 396Lbgs3900m, Lo
LobgedHoxzmgd®omdol Bsdmygswodgdol Loddgdo OO MMM 0Msdsds BooMoYs30Mm LoLE sy
©5394o69deds  J0fomIBEMdYmdsd, bgmgdol  Lobgedfogml  Bsdmysodgdol  Lsgdgdo
396339990 MO 0053585 LZoMgM FBodBHMm®s, MMIwol Asdm3 Lobgedfoxzml Lodwoghy
LodbgM™  bogddgBg 0gm  EsIM30YdIMO. bgmgdol LobgedFoxzml  I3YMHMdom  LogsMgm
303H030L goGo6Mm9dsLmsb gMmo, boMs MbIdM®s 256939 dEBHMmYdOL TmygMH0gds. S30E ™I,
bgmgdol  Lobgedfoxzml GHIMoEGMM000 s 2oBLO3MMMGO0m, dobo LobyBrzmm M9grombydo
390mbgmo  9GHMoLogsb bdoMs 296030y ®dY3sL. Sbgm 30MHMdYddo bgogdol Lsdgzmls
LodbgOOHM  I0gMYds  F9BMObIEJOMEs 30039 Moydo Lobgwdfomm Lsbwzmol ©s3E30L
MO2560D5(30580. LolOBOZIOM 330 Logdg bgmgdols LodgRmdo Lo3zdom Fomsw mbybg oYs.
b90930b BsFIBML P0OMYMOo LELLDBOZOM Mdo FM0EI3s BLLIBOZMM BMEW ™Mb JodEHdscY
AIO0BHMO0JAL,  OMIgeog  dgLbsdgrms  gdmbggms  obBHMOOEs©  BETMYSE0dYdEO
503060300 9ol LsbL3MYIL. LolsDBPZOM Mmerddo Lsdgrm bgwrolivyrwgdols JogH
©560367mo  3stnggewols - BEL MADGALTI - ol do60ms@o 8mgsegmds  Lsdmgowagm
3216930990056 9D LsdIRML LobE3HOL Fs05aMIOS s 33> 0yc. BEL MADGAL T1 Bmys0
89969309000 890d¢gds 93505MM0 9g3MM30L w95 Lo 329169900l oM IAMIRIOL s LoJoMmZgEMml
9600560 dmbs®dools 39Momol IMbsdoMy geolimoggdl, mdEs 58 Mmedqdols 3dsOmmM39gEmdOol
BMOH3YO0 M50 IMS© 256Lb3539dww0s.
15d0gdcm LoGYzgdo: sLoMommmyos, BEL MADGALTI, ULsbsbng®m mwedo, bgmgdol

LodgBM, Bo6 305530, Imbodocmg gerolmsgzo.
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Introduction

The Hittite Kingdom through the history of its existence, used to have several conquesting battles
but the defensive battles also were not rare for them. The Kingdom was surrounded by unfriendly
neighbors. Consequently, the Hittites had organized quite high-level defensive structure and had the
forces to defend their borders. Defense was one of the most important parts of their military
organization. The border defense was not separated from the general military actions and the whole
system of the governing, and was carried out under the joint command and control actions of the king’s
power and the governors assigned specially to the border lines. Our research work aims to analyze the
peculiarities of governing actions in the border districts and to find out what were the roles of those
districts in the whole system of imperial governing in the Hittite Kingdom.

We have used the data from the Hittitian texts as the sources for our investigations from the
archives of Boghazkoi and Mashat-Hoyuk. From the material of Boghazkoi which is very rich we sorted
out the data of so called instructions. The Hatti kings periodically adopted bylaws which represented
the guiding documents for the operating personnel of the Royals, high officials or the aristocrats of the
power and place. Such kinds of Royal documents are called instructions in historiography. (Schuler,
1956:223). When investigating the functions of the governors of the border districts and discussing the
tasks of the border defence we generally rely on the instructions of the BEL MADGALTI. Those
instructions deal with only one border region, which was situated at the eastern border of the state of
Hittites ( the Hatti State) and was owned by only one statesman — the governor of the given region. But
according the data of Mashat-Hoyuk materials, and other Hittite sources, the functions of BEL
MADGAL Tlpointed out in the instructions and other sources are identical to other regions government
functions and obligations. By comparison of the mentioned sources it will be possible to generalize the
issues related to the border regions of the state of Hittites such as the border guarding, the functions
and obligations of the governor of the border region and other officials serving in the regions or the
local government workers functioning at so called “king’s houses” existing in the regions, settling of
the deported people, giving working places to them within the local households, at the local law
institutions, border guarding, keeping on the juridical activities at the borders and so on.

Along with the BEL MADGAL T/ instructions, as we have mentioned above, it was very important
to our investigations, to work on the archive sources of Mashat-Hoyuk. The materials found during the
archeological excavations in 1973-1979, done under name of Turkish Historical Society, by Professor
T. Otsguk, namely, the Hittite texts. On 114 clay tablets which were excavated in the local ruins of the
palace. Most of them are the letters (Alp, 1980), compiled by Hittite King in the capital town Khatusa
and then were usually sent to the high rank persons in Mashat Hoyuk which at the Hittite times was
called Tapika (=Tapigga) (Alp, 1980:58). Some letters were written by the official persons of the King’s
palace and were sent to Mashati BEL MADGALTI, to the writers. Minor part of the clay tablet letters
were addressed by Mashati writers to the name of His majesty — the King of the Hittites.

Besides the sources we have mentioned above the most important sources we used in our work are
the texts of the Hittite rules, Kings’ Annals, the text by Telifinu, the texts by King of the Hittite
Kingdom, so called “Immune certificates,” and the State contracts.

During the investigation of tsuch problems as the border defence and the border regions
governments we relied mainly on the sources mentioned above: in the case of the governing system in
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the border regions, the issues related to agricultural and other activities in the mentioned regions and
so on. We have used the scientific literature existed on the sphere of our investigations in Russian and
European languages; besides that, we relied also on our own published works (akhalkatsi, 2011).

The Methods

Our research work was carried out by means of combining several methods of historical researches.
As the research work was founded directly on Hittiti historical sources, within one historical-cultural
society; to determine the reliability of the sources they were checked through comparative-historical
and cause-effect relations analyses, which gave us possibility to determine the time-space
measurements of the sources as well as to conduct analysis of their contents. Through generalizing and
abstracting, we were able to restore the general picture of controlling the border regions of the Httitian
Kingdom. When researching the separate issues (such as the interrelations between the central power
and local government units in the border regions, special rights and duties of every separate
organization and so on), we used the systemic analysis, especially the method of structural-functional
analysis.

Discussion and Results

In the border regions of the Hittite Kingdom governing was carried out by the representatives of
the central power (BEL MADGALT) together with close co-operation of the local self-governing
representatives (“citizens community”) WMASKIM.URUX and rural community (LUMESSU.GI)
(Menabge,1965:135-137). The local self-governing was linked with the community (either citizens or
rural one). The old rural communities as it is well known were growing due to the necessity of mutual
help and cooperation between the village farms, in order to cultivate land together and to make
common irrigation systems so in the countries where the common irrigation systems were used the
communities used to unite into the larger communities or they even made up the whole state one state.
On the ground of the several types of unifications several large communities or states were established
(Crpyse, 1965:106). Due to the highland conditions of Anatolia the specific features of the origination
and development of the Hittite tribes differed from the same processes in Messopotamia and Egypt
(dbaxkonos, 1963:21-22).

In the Hittite Kingdom the smaller agricultural communities were concentrated around the large
town-like communities called halzi (in word by word translation, halzi means “fortress” and by its
inner meaning it denotes a province, district, region); according the Hittite texts, it can unite 5-20
settlements (I'moprazgzse, 1991:24). For example, in the annals by Mursili II, we read: , The town of
Syian with its surrounding settlements and the town of Ushtanu with its surroundings too....”
(Mena6pze,1965:134). Those were not only the administrative centres but also the centres of trading
and craft activities (fImxoBckas, 1963:48). The states have been usually developed out of such
associations which is led usually by a single person. Resulting from the formation of the state, the
function of the community as the owner of the land gradually dies but the community itself goes on
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existing as a “civil organization” ([mssaxonos, 1963:33). “The civil character: of the community is
expressed in the fact that it becomes an organic part of the State, peculiar kind of a local government
(Tromenes, 1956:137). The community which is formed and organized does not oppose the State but
contravise, it logically fits in the social structure and represents its important cell. (Mena6ze,1965:135).

The process of “absorption” of the communities by the State and turning them into the local powers
in the Hittite kingdom is clearly shown in many Hittite texts where the facts of delivering “stone
houses” to the whole communities are mentioned many times (Mena6ze,1965:135). This fact is also
confirmed by the information about appointing the governors by the King in many towns of the region.
The whole tribes or communities were often given to the governors; for example, we read that King
Khatusil I appointed his son Khutsia to govern the town of Tappasanda which was the type of the
community association (Sommer, Falkenstein, 1938:8-9). But it must be said that appointing the
governors by the king did not mean that local governments were cancelled. The kings always tried not
to have conflicts with the local governments and tried to consider and follow the local traditions.

Border regions represent a good example of the above said. The information about such regions is saved
in the instructions of the functions of “BEL MADGALTI.”

BEL MADGAL Tlwas obliged, when taking decisions on the local problems, to consider the position
of the local government. According the instructions, the spheres of their cooperation were multiple:
the local court cases, the sphere of religious cult and services, different agricultural and other activities
For example, the King in one of his instructions points out that local temple needed to be restored: “the
temple which needs attention to be in order should be restored and duly arranged by the region
governor and local supervisor” (KUB XIII 2 IT 37-39; Schuler, 1957:46). The same can be said about the
court which should judge about all the local cases (those cases were not the subject at the King’s court).
The governor of the region was obliged to fulfill these activities: “(9) after that, the border region
governor (auriya§ EN-ag), town supervisor ((UMASKIM.URUX!) and the elderly men should discuss
(WMES §U.GI) the cases (10), make decisions and come to the decision which should be executed(11).
As it was from the Old times, the court always came to strict decisions against the serious crimes (12);
according the law in which towns the decisions were executed the same actions (13) will be done”
(KUB XIII 2 11 9-13; Schuler, 1957:47).

It becomes clear from the citations that governing as a process was carried out according the
instructions given by a king, by the representatives of his power and the local self-government and as
for the elder people(LUMES SU.GI), it is clear that they are representataives of the communities. In the
instructions they are mentioned alongside with the servants of the temples: (26) “as for the settlements,
to which the governor of the border region will go(27), in order to count up the the elder people (:UMES
SU.GI), priests (LUMESSANGA), those who anoint the oil (\WMEBSGUDU) and religious servant women
(god mothers)(SALMESAMA.DINGIR) ” (KUB XIII 2 II 37-39; Schuler, 1957:46). As for the “supervisor
(governor)” of the town, (“YMASKIM.URUX), according the texts it becomes clear that they all are
representatives of the civile power; by whom the city governor was appointed — by the king or the
society, it is unknown but from other Hittite texts (Kbo VI 28; KUB XXVI 43 II 12), where we can find
out information about freeing several large farms and religious temples from the taxes, we learn that a
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town supervisor is mentioned alongside with the ruler of the country (EN KUR?”) and the ruler of the
border region(EN MADGALTI). From these texts we have known that the ruler of the border region
was appointed by the King. The ruler carried out all the tasks of the king’s government. He carried out
all the rules designed by the king’s power within his region. In the text brought rom the instructions
we can see that when judging the local law cases the BEL MADGALT] the court based its judging on
the town’s supervisor (as a representative of a town’s society) and on the elderly people’s judgement
(as representatives of the rural society). So, E. Menabde supposes that such “relations between the king’s
power and the city power representative makes us think that appointing of "M ASKIM.URUX meant a
well known compromise: “Town governor” appointed by the king out of the elderly men of the local
society“ (Menabze, 1965:137). We suppose so due to the facts that the obligations (sakhan and luts)
determined by the governing power at those times were prescripted to the peasantry were considered
to be paid by a town supervisor as well; we can find some material about those responsibilities in the
texts we mention here (Kbo VI 28; KUB 43 II). In the first text we can read: “(22) I freed Khequr Pirva
from the daily sakhan and luts (8a-sh-ha-nilu-uz-zis4 UD.KAMM),...(24), from the obligations to the
governor of the country ([ £L-K7/EN KURT), also from the obligatons to the head of the border region
(ELKTMASKIM.URUX)... Let nobody use that (word by word — take, possess) (Mena6ze, 1965:39). The
second text is also of the same character (KUB XXV1 43 II). We see from the given text that a king frees
people from several obligations. It is clear that the obligations were established by the king’s power. If
the town supervisor had been elected (or assigned) by the elderly people of the town, then the state
obligations assigned to the supervisor (as it is seen from the text) could not be stated by the kin’;s power.
On the other side, the town supervisor was a defender of the local town (society) interests which can
clearly be seen from the texts of the instructions. Thus, we think that suppositions offered by E.
Menabde are very close to reality.

The central power always tried to use the local self-government for their own interests. The
communities self-governing gradually became a part of the whole state governing mechanism. “Such
close interactions with the community government from the side of the State government is not
surprising taking into consideration that the first of the mentioned ones emerged not out of norhing,
on the empty place but it gradually emerged from the other.” (Mena6ze, 1965:137). Such mutual
interests led to compromises at last, 1943:44), which revealed the same way: the community recognized
the king’s power and on its turn, the power was obliged to take local traditions and customs into
consideration (Mena6ze, 1965:137). It becomes clear from the instructions of BEL MADGAL T/ that
judging a crime committed in the border district in the place (if the crime was not of the general crime
against the State), it was not subjected to the king’s court then the local rules and traditions played the
most important role and trial process did not go out of the local borders. (Mena6ge, 1965:137).
According the BEL MADGAL T/- instructions, the general functions of the local statesmen of the border
regions and the governor assigned by the kingdom power were not clearly merged. Both of these sides,
despite their different social state, in many spheres of the region governing, (in the judicial system,
administration, religious, cult service systems) were always oriented to the state interests; for example,
making decisions about the court cases, both sides acted according the general interests of the state —
they acted so as to guarantee making decisions according the local traditions, keep justice, not allow
the process to carry on in the interests of any side caused by any kinds of injustice, for example, bribery
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(KUB XIIT 2 IIT 26)). Despite such cautious actions from the both sides, their functions differed
significantly. The local government (according the texts we represented from the instructions, they
were “town governor’ and “the elderly people” conducting the juridical cases, according the local
traditions, they maintain the peculiarities of themselves as peculiar characteristics of the local
government, at least gor some spheres. As for BEL MADGALTI, their functions were quite different.
As representatives of the central power, their important role in the judge meant, from one side,
recognition of the king;s power by the local government and from the other — by help of BEL
MADGALTI the king’s power had control over the local government. Besides that, in case if the crime
was very serious and had state significance, all the functions fully transferred to BEL MADGAL T/~ to
arrest the guilty persons and submit the case to the royal court. So, in many spheres, despite the mutual
actions of the BEL MADGAL T/ and the local power, their functions.

In the sphere of religious cult BEL MADGALT] fulfils the role of supervisor. Every tribe had
own deity representing the symbol of unity and independence. BEL MADGAL T/was obliged to reckon
with the local cult and local traditional rituals (Schuler, 1957:46). For this reason, he had certain contact
not only with the local government (the elderly people) but with the religious servants (priests, female
religious servants, anointing women...) (Schuler, 1957:26-27). BEL MADGALTI-, first of all, was
obliged to care abou the temples existing in hs region, to conducting the religious services in those
religious temples. In the border region the temple servants fulfilled the existing religious rituals but it
should have been carried out under the supervision of BEL MADGALTI, as it was his duty. To be
attentive and careul to the local Gods was a part of the kiings power policies. The power always tried
to penetrate deep into the local community’s life as the attention was mostly expressed through
penetrating into religious cult servicing by representatatives of the power, in our case, by BEL

MADGALTI.

In the sphere of agriculture BEL MADGALTI carried on and controlled the activities of the local
community. Despite the fact that a community, as a collective owner of the land, was losing its
functions gradually, along with strengthening the state power, the parting of the land and its repartin
processes were carried out within community by its local officials. The king, as a supreme ruller of the
Hittite kingdom, could made own corrections to the process (Mena6ge, 1965:141). BEL MADGALT!
as a representative of the king, in our opinion, could control the activities taking place in the
communities. The local government represented supporting base for the governor of the border region.
The direct information data about the relations between BEL MADGAL T/and the local government,
in the sphere of agricultural activities, were not discovered in the Hittiti texts but we can conclude that
in the border region BEL MADGALTI carried out the state obligations related with the control over
the local agricultural activities, basing on the cooperation with the local society government.

In the border region the activities related to the mobilization of new local military detachments
represented one of the main functions of the BEL MADGAL Tl. Completing new supporting military
units and sending them to the localities were determined by the official State responsibilities
Alp,1980:40; https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10518/HKM14). Accoring the & 54 of the
Hittite laws and the instructions of the BEL MADGAL T/ (Schuler, 1957:48; KUB XIII 2 III 33-35),
These state obligations were not the individual obligations for each of the warriers but they were the
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obligations for the different agricultural farms and communities to supply the state forces with the
supporting units. For that reason, BEL MADGALTI took support from the local community
government in the process of the military forces moblisation.

Suppressing the agricultural communutues by the state did not take a little while,this process took
a long period. It can be discussed as the process of the integration of the state and the communities
which can explain the fact that the state was gradually formed by the same structure as its regional
communities which can be seen from maintaining the community traditions and rules in the whole
state, for example, existence of the collective responsibility for the crimes committeed in the Hittite
state (Koroshec, 1950:187-209), described in the &6 of the Hittire rules: “if a man is killed somewhere
on the field, (other one;s field) and if he is a free man, then that man (on the field of whom) gives a
field, and a part of not cultivated earth, also 1 mina 20 sicl silver. If it is a woman, then — 3 sicl of silver.
If it is not a field or cultivated earth, which belongs to other man, then the place should be measured
such way: 3 danna to one side and 5 danna another side and the heir of the killed man will take from
this built up are. If there is not any built up area, then he cannot regain anything”(Vanos, 1963:78).
It is clear that for the crime committed on the built up area (of community) the whole community was
responsible for the crime, but even already in the “old kingdom” period, the principle of the collective
responsibility was gradually restricted. From the times of Theliphinus, the principle of individual
responsibility for the crime was settled in the legislation. The letter of mashat is interesting from this
viewpoint 75/45:

UM-MA {UTUS-MA A-NA »Ga-as-$u-d
QI-BI-MA
ki-i-mu ku-it S4 "Mar-ru-i-wa
LU URUHi-im-mu-wa ha-li-ya-tar ha-at-ra-a-e$
pa-ra-a-wa-ra-an-kan ne-eh-hu-un
na-an-mu tup-pi-ya-az ha-at-ra-a-e$
pa-ra-a-wa-ra-an-kan ne-eh-hu-un
ki-nu-na-a$§ nam-ma U-UL t-et
ki-nu-na-an A-/NA 'USIGs pé-ra-an
hu-i-nu-ut na-an MA-HAR {UTU¥
li-li-wa-ah-hu-u-an-zi'

|5 NO 100 INI I\ U1 s [0 IN =

—
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—

12 u-wa-te-ed-du
(Alp, 1980:38; https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13).

The mentioned change in jurisdiction reflected the real situation. The community gradually
became less isolated and became a part of the State (Mena6ze, 1965:141). The governor designed on
the position by the king of the State controlled and led the activities in the community, had control
over the religious cult serving, participated in the court proceedings and so on. Community as a unity
of collective land owner joined the royal lands and often integrated in the joint royal (state) farm.
(AuxoBckas, 1963:35-55). Only in the process of joining the community to the royal agricultural farm,
it remained its integrity as a civil and partially as agricultural init (Mena6ze, 1965:141).

211


https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line1
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line2
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line3
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line4
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line5
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line6
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line7
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line8
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line9
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#peran
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line10
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line11
https://hittitetexts.com/en/tools/reader/text/10517/HKM13#Obverse%C2%A0-line12

HISTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY, ETHNOLOGY abBmMmMmno, oMJgMmemagns, Jbmemmanos

As we have seen, in the border regions BEL MADGAL T/ sometimes had obligation of control along
with the local community self-government. From the system of the self governing we should first of
all name the elder people of the communities. ({UMEBSU.GI). We can learn from the instructions of BEL
MADGAL T/as well as from the many Hittite historical sources ([Ipaxomos, 1952:292; Schuler, 1959;56)
that the elderly people represented the local government and they retained administrative and court
functions too. It is clearly seen not only from our discussions about the instructions but from &71 of
Hittiti jurisdiction: “if a person finds an ox, a horse, or a mule, he is obliged to take it to the king’s gate.
If he finds them in the settlements and the the elder people let him take it to his house, he will take it
untils the owner finds the animal and he will not be counted as a thiefbut if he takes an animal to his
house without permission he will be punished as a thief” (yom®ysdg, 1990:218).Along with the elderly
people, the town supervisor also represented the local government (WMASKIM.URUX) (Goetze,
1957:102). In some spheres (court, administrative, religious, cult serving) BEL MADGAL T/ cooperated
with local government and even shared part of his functions with them. How exactly the functions
shared within the community local governing members, it is not known to us (in our case we mention
the functions of elderly people and a town’s supervisor).

Besides the elderly people and a supervisor of a town, with whom BEL MADGAL T/had contacts
within the region under his control, we should also mention the representatives of the local religious
cult services. Those were the local priests (\UMESANGA), anointing persons and God servant mothers
(WMESGUDU), (sAL-MES AMA.DINGIR) (KUB XIII 2 II 26-27, 32, 41,45; KUB XIII 2 III 19-21). The
religious servants held very important roles and were respected very much in the Hittiti kingdom as
well as in the other Ancient East states. The priests represented social layer which was respected and
came after the governing aristocracy (the aristocrate social layer, the high officials as well) by its
importance (I'moprazgze,1991:111).The information about the priests can be found in the old religious
texts (ritual texts, prayers, so called “instructions for the temple servants” and others). According these
texts, they participated in the cult service, managed the farms of the temples, had influence over society
and were respectful and presigeous and so on (Macqueen,1986:109; Gurney,1969:109). The priests
represented solid support for the king’s power. So, it is clear why the issue of the religious cult services
had their significant placein the life of the border regions. . The religious sphere was superwised by the
BEL MADGALTI. As the representative of the king’s power, he controlled all the issues related to the
religious service. But we meet no evidence in the Hittite sources about his immediate participation in
the service.

We cannot say anything about the temple servants (priests, oil anointers, mothers of God) and
their legal status in their sphere of service or about the rights and interdependence of the local region
temple servants towards the so called state level temples servants who served in the temples of so called
high deities (those temples also situated in the same border region): as the written sources available
for us do not give any nformation about such interrelations, we cannot say anything about them.

In the border region controlled by him, the BEL MADGALTI took not only the local self
government for his support but the bureaucracy of the local region also supported him. The
bureaucracy worked in the different spheres, for example, in the agricultural sphere of the “King’s
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house”, or of the so called “stone house” and others.); and the military forces supported him as
well.They were the main supporters of the BEL MADGAL T/ and this fact can be understood easily, as
establishing the border region as an administrative unit was conditioned by the necessity o borders
defence.

All the military forces which were accumulated inn the border region were subordinated to the
BEL MADGALTI. Certain part of the military units permanently presented in the border region and
their direct duty was to defend the borders. The defensive forces were called in the Hittite sources as

»

:border fighters”. “bordguards”, “fighters of the border posts” (aurija ERINME — “border posts units
(fighters)” or Waurijalla (“Waurijatalla) (Kammenhuber, 1984:20). Besides the units mentioned here, the
other military forces also were arranged in the region, on the several defensive objects (“reinforced
towns and other settlements” and other military objects as well (KUB XXXI 86 II 7, 22, 25; KUB XIII 2
III 14); there also were dislocated a number of the units (infanty and warriers with wheel chariots) and
they were dislocated from one place to another according the military orders of the King. (Alp, 1980:40,
45-46). Any kinds of commanders (horsemen or infantry, commanders of fortresses and others),
everybody were subordinated and united within the country’s military forces located in the border
region and their commander BEL MADGALTI. BEL MADGALT/ was a general commander of the
border region’s military forces. It commanded over all the military operations which took place in the
border district. For this reason, despite which border garnisones or which supporting forces were under
the command (including those who were dislocated from other regions in accordance with the King’s
order during the major situation), everbody were subordinated to the BEL MADGALTI. The above
mentioned military forces represented the main support for BEL MADGALTI who carried out his
major function — border defence by means of those forces though sometimes he used them for other

administrative missions as well.

As we have seen the functions of the BEL MADGALT/- also his rights and responsibilities, it
becomes clear that he fulfilled all his duties and main functions in his region through his own control
systems. But besides the letters o Mashati, where some state men (military or civil) are named as we
can suppose to be directly working in the official apparatus of BEL MADGAL T/we do not have any
documental evidence about existence of such apparatus or residential place of the B EL MADGALTI.
We can only suppose that the men whose names are indicated in Mashati, which are supposed by Sedat
Alp to be the writers in the region governer’s office.

BEL MADGALTI, due to his obligations, often travelled in his controlled region. It can be supposed
that his official management apparatus was not restricted only to one administrative centre. The
officials directly subordinated to the BEL MADGALTI, can be supposed to function in all settlements
of the border redion. We can read what the responsibilities of the personnel were (in the cases pointed
here by us those persons were the office writers and military men), this question is difficult to answer
exactly. One thing is clear — the BEL MADGALTI carried out all his functions directly through the
work of the official system.

BEL MADGALTI was a representative of the Hittite official service aristocracy and as such, he
owned his property, his property position and without them he would not be able to have his own

213



HISTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY, ETHNOLOGY abBmMmMmno, oMJgMmemagns, Jbmemmanos

place high circles of the Hittite aristocratic society. As an important official at the court he also could
have some additional sources of wealth.. This was expressed by the fact that the state responsibilities
prescribed to the officials in the king’s power service, officially implied the benefits for the BEL
MADGAL Tlas well. The documents prescribing the mention condition are saved in the so called
“Hittite immune confirming documents” where different kinds of state responsibilities are mentioned
and responsibilities related to BEL MADGAL Tl-as well. One of such texts is composed Khatucsil IIT
and Fudukhef. The texts tells us about freeing a cult service building from the state obligations (the
text Kbo XI 28, back side); its content is as follows:

“(22) I liberated Khekur-Pirva (i.e. a cult building) from the everyday sakhan and luts for the
following works: losening the field with special brush;

23) cultivating the field, free from bringing wool, wood pieces, from bringing wheet and wood

(24) for the houses of the people working for king’s family, from bringing small cattle, obligations
for the country ruler,the commander of the border guard, from obligations to the head of the town;

(25) from delivering horses for training and let nobody use (take, owe)....

(27)... I freed them (i.e. the people of Khequr purva ) and let them be free.

(28) the word by Tabarna Khatusil, great king and also, Fudukhepas, great queen of Khati
kingdom...

(29) will not anybody deny thia and will not break this! And if anybody denies....

(30) the (obligations) of the Khekur pirva (obligations), and will sakhani (31) and lutc be fulfilled
“(Tmoprazze, 1991:39).

In the obligations of BEL MADGALTI parallel to other obligations, it is also said in the text
compiled by the name of Khatusil (Kbo VI 29 III 18-27), which is connected to the well known
Urkhitesuph conflict and in which we read:

“(18) ..[and] a house (it means, a farm), [which belongs to the God of Ishtar, from the Samukha town
(19)(20) from the sakhan and luts to the owner of the country and to border line commander, from
delivering big and small cattle to them).

(21). . . from delivering the wood material,

(22) wheat, grass, wood

(23) delivering the horses to be trained, from doing the kinds of constructing works
(24) providing the auxiliary detachments (from all this) are freed

(25) let it be with you and by will of the goddess Ishtar from Samukha city

(26) let no one come for sakhan and luts),

(27) not anyone come for it” (I'moprazaze, 1991:39).

As we can see from the cited texts, in favor of the BEL MADGALTI- some obligations are stated
out of which we should firstly mention “everyday responsibilities” which were fulfilled in everyday
manner,by immediate producers working in the certain farms). As it is seen from the text, such
obligations were fulfilled in favor of the “owner of the country”, the commander of the border
defending forces (BEL MADGALTI,) the governor of the city and the King himself. (Tmoprazse,
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1991:42). As for the other obligations, which had to be fulfilled in favor of king of the country, of the
statesmen, also in favor of the God (i.e. of the temple), as it is understood, these implied “monthly” or
“yearly” responsibilities or responsibilities in general (I'moprazzse, 1991:42).

There is no information about what was exactly supposed in the obligations which were supportive
for the BEL MADGALTI. There are no information in the texts about it. We can think that obligations
of BEL MADGAL T/ could be different from the royal sakhan and luts, as we understand it because we
know that royal responsibilities consider such works as fixing up the royal roads, building and repairing
the fortresses and others. It is clear that such works were not supposed to be done by BEL MADGALTI.

We know that in the Hittite kingdom which included quite vast territories, (especially in the times
of the “new Kingdom”), there were several border regions and consequently, several governors. There
is no mentioning about any special governor of those historical times, neither about their obligations
in the texts which we studied; so, the question is: the obligations assigned to the BEL MADGALTI/
could be spread all over the kingdom territories or were circled only by the region of the service of

BEL MADGALTI.

We can think that BEL MADGAL T/used to realize control over execution of the settings made by
them, as obligations did not imply only payment in nature products but also fulfilling other kinds of
work. In the regions where BEL MADGALTI- had no concerns (such regions were the not-border
regions), there was no need for such obligations. The content of the 14 paragraph of the text (KUB
XXVI 43 1I) hints to think so: “neither a commander of the border guard, nor a man of other obligations
need to come up to the border gate”; this shows that BEL MADGALTI controlled execution of the
obligations; thus we think that obligations set for benefit of the BEL MADGAL T/ (sakhan and luts)
were carried out directly in border region under its control.

BEL MADGALTI can be compared to the marcgraves of the Medieval Europe or to the border
defenders Eristavi of the Mediieval Georgia by their functions the forms of governing of the mentioned
regions are quite different. Marcgraves were officials by their general functions in the Frankian state
in the VII-X centuries. They were border-line districts governors having even more rights than other
seniors, grafs, namely they have the rights of possessing the military forces, to distribute the incomes
from their territories by their own regards and to widen their possessions with new territories (BCE.
https://bigenc.ru/world history/text/2186692). As for the institution of the Georgian noblemen
Eristavi, living in the border districts, they were obliged to conduct all the necessary activities as it

was establshed and confirmed for the border region noblemen as necessary to complete along with
recognition activities as well. Existence of the institution of the border supervisors is confirmed in the
XI century sources but at those times, this instution was denoted by the Persian term “marzipan”
(Javakhishvili, 1982; 339-340). The fact of returning back the estate, Hereti, Zorakert-Tamir (North
Armenia), Javakheti, Artaani, Shavsheti — Speri, Kari. In the XII-XIII centuries the governors of the
mentioned regions were the defending feudals (abuladze, ..., 2017: https://bit.ly/311z3wE).

Thus, BEL MADGAL T, having enough power over his governed region, fulfills his functions from

one side relying on his own subordinate officials and on the military forces but on the other side —
relyimg on the local self governing system. In both cases he was basing on the common interests of the
State, By means of the military forces he carried on fulfilling one of his main duties —to defend his
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State and the second — to defend the state border. His apparatus of the officials fulfilled the
administrative functions and as for the local self-governing, here we see cooperation with the BEL
MADGALT/ and sharing functions with them in some spheres. Conducting such policies with the
community self-governing, the king’s power strengthens in the corresponding locations and as for the
community which gradually lose s its functions of the collective governor, takes its place in the state
system as the local “civil power”.
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