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Abstract. I offer readers some completely up to-date unknown episodes of Ketevan the
Martyr’s captivity in Persia, Shiraz which are presented in the letters of Pietro Della Valle, who
was an Italian traveler, historian, archeologist, diplomatist, writer, poet and a lover of music. These
are the notifications about the Queen Ketevan scattered in the letters (there are 56 letters in total,
2 of them are lost) sent to Rome which he wrote during his twelve years travelling in the Eastern
countries (in Ottoman, Persia, India) and which have never been in the scientific circulation.

Della Valle had never travelled in Georgia but he knew the Georgians who were banished
from their homeland and exiled to different parts of Persia, particularly to Ispahan and Shiraz by
Shah Abbas. He had a close relationship and friendship with some of such Georgians. It is also
worth mentioning that he had a Georgian wife Tinatin di Ziba who was grown up by him (Tinatin
was called Mariucha in Della Valle’s family and he also mentioned her by this name in his letters).

Being appreciated by Georgians, he tried to do many good deeds for their benefit. He was an
initiator and organizer to send the Catholic missionaries to Georgia. Thus Della Valle gave a
significant boost to Georgia’s rapprochement with Europe. This process lasted for almost two
centuries,-from the 20s of XVII century till the end of the XVIII century.

The purpose of the present article is to introduce Pietro Della Valle’s information to a reader
about a famous, dedicated to Georgia and Christian (Orthodox) church, the Queen Ketevan’s (the
Martyr’s) several episodes during her captivity in Shiraz. Della Valle had never personally met the
Queen, although he knew those clerics who were in the Queen’s surrounding. One of the Georgian
nobleman, sir Merab also provided Della Valle with the interesting information about the Queen.

But especially noteworthy is the role of the aforementioned Tinatin (Mariucha) in the
relationship between Queen Ketevan and the Italian traveler. Tinatin mediated between them.
Tinatine was a frequent visitor to the Queen, and after her returning she used to tell Della Valle
in detail what she had seen and heard at the Queen's residence. Those gifts (icons and books) which
the Queen and Della Valle sent to each other, are very interesting.

The Georgian translations of the passages from Della Valle’s letters are presented in the
appendix of the article.
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Lo0bGHIOILM EM3TI6EH0, J9agbowo Ju3sBIwo O3 MTsEHOl ML QoML ©g bowgs o
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IbMWMmE  JoEErMmds FgMm3zoes 00 JbsbMHOL Ly W gdom, HMIGEds3 sl Josmm3s dolo
LobIM900“ (B9gMBBEILO & FHods®ws, 1991: 384). ™3w)dgbEHTo sblboos Gu3sbgmol gebol
05309353995, M0 (5039 LEboL 3MBEIIEHO 3JMbgdm©s Fo30L BHY3g JoMM3g JOMBICMD.
396 250035¢0L{obs, BT To3 5dsLO M3d5gmBo™ MRYIdMPS JOMoLEBH0BO J399bol geBols
©535300090000  $Y3) ©IOMBIWMD, Mo T390  FMLOEs3565390wo@  Bslivyew  genBl,
b0 03005, 53093539001396 OOIYII..

90PRmb gmxol bsBMIMHgdom Jmlmwms IOl  0gm EIEMRBOL JMmIRZHMO,
dsLboeosbgwms  mOmEgbol  dwggo  dmly, ,gb  Lo@yzgdoo dMbfo, ™sgzdsdoero,
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39OS5 569960 g5dM3w0bgdols - LodIZ30g WS YYIMOEMYDdS, B39D0 93BM3gwro ddgdolomazols
39¢>© 90053306 oMLO“ (BIMBBEIlo & BHodoMys, 1991: 384-385). Imbiglh @obsliomgds
9306M9Mm©abo 256Lb3z53980m: ,,J909356 IMBEOL JLEBYOHMDs FMGOOL 0ym gOHMO JV3IWoO,
dobo dmde3500 §dobs dsLool faliols, Labgas dmby, Mg 0530935390ICOMIOMS QS
Lo@Y309M0 BmIoggdom 34dbos bsdzowo d03YEALEbMMOL Lolimgdsl, Mo®s3 0dob
Abgogll, ©sbog 339w  93wglool 39MmgdL  F0sfgmbgb. 306506, AsMEs 0dols, M3
39093060 Bbs, AsLdo 53Mm030bs30m bM3zMgdoL (dobos bl s Fabbggregdsms
LodoME039L, beerm gl beos sl 0ol PoMLO, M B396L 93MM3ge dr3EdL dolmzol
d090s5dsm...“ (L’ambassade de don Garcias de Silva Figueroa en Perse, 1667: 134).

9wBds LEEOEIHBY 00353075 IV3EIO BMlYy. 53 935651369y dofj3g3s doowm 0d
306Md0m, HMI 56O 5039w gdbI6 9Fsds beMEo b6 093P0, Mo 0339090Mm©s TbMErME
dbEBbgMom, boom s MJom. byogrol dgdg 3sb dsl30bdgEmsb doo@sbs ,,mM0 oo
fogbo dglobodbogo A9xnMOIGOM0, MmdOMmMo IMZsMoygdwbo: gHmo, d39eo 50mdds o
©530000L  LodMAby, bmeom Fgmeg LobsMgds, dmiEodmewgdol Jobowgds s §d. 393wl

1 309¢)®m ©gws 35gL 35635MEHd0m, d9amdol BHo@wl L3sMLYMTo 5¢MYPPPDIE ILMFBEIBO ©s
360639Lgd0. (Della Valle, 1843: 13).
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