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Abstract

The article discusses the information in Georgian literature of the Middle Ages about the Georgian
language as the clearest sign of the pre-modern unity of the Georgian people. Their analysis
provides an opportunity to find out how Georgian authors perceived the social phenomenon of
language and what functions they assigned to it in different historical eras. According to this
criterion, three chronological periods are distinguished in the article: pre-Christian (III c. BC - IV
c. AD), early Christian (IV — X c.) and Byzantine (the second half of the X c. — XI c.).

The notes, discussed in accordance with the mentioned periods are picked out from the

earliest layers of "Life of Kartli", hagiographic work of the X century “Grigol Khandztelis
Tskhovreba” ("Life of Grigol Khandzteli") and colophons of Georgian manuscripts of the 10th-11th
centuries.
The obtained information about the functions of the Georgian language gives such a picture
according to the periods: 1. In the multi-ethnic Kartli of the pagan epoch, King Parnavaz recognized
the dominance of the Georgian language; he created Georgian writing system and literacy
(mythological model of the creation of the state); knowledge of the Georgian language was
mandatory for the king, if he belonged to a foreign dynasty. 2. As a result of adoption and wide
spread of Christianity, the Georgian language became a religious (and at the same time literary)
language. Regular church practice had a great impact on the Georgian folk language - on its
"Christianization." During this period, the content of the notion of "a Georgian" is being brought
closer to the concept of "a Christian." 3. From the second half of the X century through the whole
XI century, church literature previously translated into Georgian is being revised in relation to the
Greek texts; The works of authors and genres unknown till that time to Georgian readers are
translated, the translation method is improved, theological and philosophical terminology is
developed, new notions-terms are formed based on the Georgian language.

The article shows the accompanying historical circumstances, the combination of which in
certain social groups, mainly educated monks and clerics and political circles close to them, was
leading to greater sensitivity to language, its perception as a tool for broad public and state tasks,
assigning it new functions and making relevant practical decisions.

Keywords: Middle Ages; Christian East; Georgian Literature; Greek Language; Georgian
Translation; Constantinople Ethnocentrism; Language Function; Language Identity.
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39OS5 53oLs, M3MmbgbBHol T9oblgbs JMHoLEBH056MEO 50BMLOZEgmMOL NGO MdOL dJmbg
boebgdo, 3500 JMob, brmdbgdo s JsMm39wgd0, HMIGd0OE Bs3 M 9bgd by SLGME9dEDIL
0©3000LdLObYO9dsl (Obolensky 1971: 142-143).

Sbgo 3MMdYdg00, 3bs0s, JoMmzggmwms 065993 0Ys. Fom JmEOL, Lobsl by
M350 JoOmzgagdol fobsdgsz, Mol Ladsbmbmog  Rbl sfgmowo 0m3zs6g-bmbodgl
»J9052 5 OIdse JoMmmeols gbobse. 93 MmMoyobser® bssbMgzdo  mogl oBgbL
»JUJoGHMEMA0ME  @wma035bg“  ©x39dbgdEo d9b0sboLEGHMGmO  BosgombogoBdol
,B90M056MBS,“ MOMOE 93GMOO (300MBL 25FMbIGML JsOmo gbol  »M3oMsGHIMds
090MdbMen  965%g.4 Fo®0, vy ¥9MIbYdIMD  35To0lL  SLgmo gBs  0MIbg-Bmlodgl
d9d0bg935d0, oo 060300 5MBY3560 0gm, MM S, B5Y., BRSO BEOSOMOLS
(Obolensky 1971: 151-153), 500b0l Jo®mggenms dmbslG®mols esmligds — w9339 LHogwrmmms
5 300G03bMs GMMO030 2Bl ol Bogmals Fomdmoygbos.

50Mbosb 0fjygds  JoMmMEo 3MWEHMOMOL gob3z0msMmgdol 39dBHMMOL  gowoyzsbs
00bsbEH0boBsgo0l  9Be3by. JoOrm39eqdolomzol, 0lgzg OHmamOE  JOOLEH0BMwo
50dmbogargomol bbgs boarbgdolismgol, bo3Mmato 96900l  MBWgdOOL ©OE3e 339

1539969800  2963(3H3039dMN0  FNWEHMOMWO  0EI6GHMOOL  o335L 608653, o

LOHYYEGI0M 56 9B IRIOM©s BgMIEXY-B0DIBE MM LfogwreEgdol 0oL, Hrymes
30300HE0e 50PRY356L. 9F0GMI 9®ROgL 58 boerbgdds LogMmado 96900l gsbgomamgdols

3b5 190MYL B9MHI6M B A9EMWIdOL 3M0b3030, HMIJoi dmombmgEs bobyMdwog
@5 30D9630FoMmME F99mddggdom dOMAsL; s80GMA 50sMGL 306039wds 50MbYEgdTo3
o000 gbol ,LoBbMgds“ (MmdmOxy0bodg 2010: 104-108) s Job LLHAEYZOE OO
doeolbdgaol  d0dommgl. M3 gl 3MHmEglo  dbmEmE  BgMIMBIBMbms  B3MbEbMG
06033050390Bg 5O 0ym ©3M300 0o s FmMBINTI35¢0  3MWOE03YMO 3BTl
Boffocro  oym, 595L  LogmAdzEr0sbs SBdMMYOGDb JoMm3ggero 833¢193569d0, MHMIWGdOE3
00956190056 JoO39000 50MbyEgdoL ,,3bM3MHYBIMS“ 3BMIPIL o 50IMbMH bgwbsfgPms
305393l ImbsliGMol odbgdsd0 MBsreglio 30me0@03M0 5JGHMOMJdoL — F9539900Ls
@5 99950qlo  bog3gbom s LM SMHOLEHMIMIGHOOL  MYAMWIOMEO BsOOI)ECMBOL
d9Lobgd (3939w0dg 1980: 59-65; Ewmsdzowo 1982: 44-45; d9BHMgzgero 1996: 107-114).

500™bol 8{oabmdsmms 339 30M39ds M9tMdg0Ts dOBIBEMO WOEIMIEGHMIOMEO
dsboerols 9gmPg30l 3M0b303gd0ms s BMMRIEIWMdOMO FgMEYdOL MsbIMSBMdOMO
©sbggflom  FgobsMBMBgl  Logmmao  gbmdMmo30 0IbGHMds s  Lymozg IIL
393609 IBMLGHIOM s LIMHIMBMIIM0Z0 SHBOO® J3JOLI0TgEM MGMYIBU.
50Mbgms ©sfygdmo boddg 3093 MBOM oo LoggbOBY 50yz569L Jomds 0GOS
9993300699035 339 9BGH0MmJool  IMbsLBHMYddo. LmMg  F503d  ©9M 30O dST
Lomo®dbo  dsboeobydo  LEOYIS 0l OEO s, 890dEgds 0MI39L,  LJOMEMBO©
39090 30Mm9JBo, OMIgEoE s00mbgwds 8599335 s0fyql. dsmo  dgabogeo
056356900L O BorMEMYoGo d0gd9d0L F9IAQ JoOME 9By gohbs MMdGMOZ0
©woBHIMGHMMS s (36905-3H9M0bg00, 33530 FoMLMBOMEO, LETIOMNEIIMOZ0 S
©™35EH«IMH0 GH9du@gdo (mmbdgbm@o 2011: 7-16).

450039 99M90mgdgdds  As0mof30s 0©3000L3dMdWoL  Howbzmdowmdol dobbGoMGmo 0oL
23903mbgMa3s JoMme Bosoybg, MHMIgmwog smmbgwms 899mddggdsdo  JeMommeo gbolsdo
©3000539MdWObL 96L3MPOHIRMWO FRMZILMOOL 0EISIP A9M50Jdbs s Tgdamdo  obgzomaMgds
33mgs XI-XII Lb-0b Jo®rorrgen dfigemermdsdo (Gsbo@odgowo 2009: 209-221; Fymodg 2012: 151-1660).
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9l 0gm 9bmdM030 9dsbl03s300L MIBPIMIBMBOMO 3OMEgLO, MMz FosMWS3
LoLEBHYIMOO bsbosMOL  (33C0WGdGO0  A5TMOf305  08EOMObEI  JsGME  gwodME
LoBMYsMYdsdo. b 55050 ,JoPMZgEmS  Boglogol®  qsbsmErgdol  bsMolbo,
LoBMYMYO5d0 558330MS L3 MEOLS S BMEMRRIBYOL, QM 45BTsbscEgdEol,
bYW 35M5Q0RTMWO 0PSO,  ©O5356Mby TP 3003HYM0)Tgd0 »0963bmeo
L5930 gdol”  IRWgdOLIMZ0L @S B0sLR0 AoTMIEIws  BYMABYdOL  45TEIOYED
05990 )35 gdMdOL Jglobgd.

JoOmmwo gbol gmbjzom®o Fglodegdemddol AoBIMMMIdSd  M30LMOMOZS©
39333500 1596356500 gdM Loddg, MoE 8Mm30569000 godm3zw0bs 3gsmol 535009300 o,
O0amO3  BBL, 0gowmml  $350099000b53, ©IRMIBYdsdo  (gombBodzowo 1955: 229-230;
wmeEsdzowo 1978: 84-86).

XTI Lomyzmbol dmewrm  dgmombgdo  39MABMwob  Jos@ommmo  00sMdbs
©Md5303Mmb0, Lom3Mbol dmeml — OO bxMEolzsbmbo. gl Hogbgdo LodsGmzgarmdo
@00  bbol  206353¢0mdsdo  35TM0Ygbgdm@s  MYdSBH03ZoL  Logwdzwrgdols o
5O ELoR gL LoLEBIOL LHoggdoLsm3z0L. 5856 30 FooB0bs dB0BIBEHMO MTsB 3oL
@5 05M0dboxegdsdo  aobbffogermeo  Bodmbgargm  835M0BHol  Bodmyoeodgdols
99LodgdMBS, M5To3 PosIHY39B0 293190 ogmbos  sbowdgs  JeBmmwo dmbsdjool
393096900l Loddgdo. 535639 99Jabs 2965GOMEO BJMPIEIOO BodmJowrodm 9gEoES® s
dodBos  85Ds LogMm FP9MHEMBOL 2ob30mMgdOLIMZOL.  JsMmmEo gbol  BwbJsgosms
50923500  2oRsMm0MYOS 29O LIBMYsEMYdsdo d496gdMm0350 0f393s  Fo®owo
3obsmgdols Logemeo 9w0@GobL Bo0Myo00dq0dsLs, GIgeos 96mdG030

53300090 MB0L b BESBIOEHL 5§9lgdS.

©3l3369%0:

901bg5350 B0BIBEH0LME 33939 LETBYOOM-3MWOGHOIMNOO  I30MOL30MYGOIOOLS, 53
©OEO  ZNWGHMOMo 3OMmEgLoLl  3MBoGHOWE Fg9gagdl dsobz 0d3zos XI Lomzmbol
JoODMOo LEBMYSMYds. MMM BBL, LMy 53 3GMmEgLlol 99gys 0dEMOHMobogmo
9w0Ggd0b 3099dGHom® 36Md0gMHgdsdo  2oBIMNMZO. qbols, G
Lobgdfoxzmgd®Ho3mdol s  3MWEGHWOMWO 0©IHEGHMIOL BoBoMgdgwo BGBMIgbol 50gds.
LHmOg 59235600 50ddobs v HoMdmagbol gsdmdsboero BBl ,,JoMmol 3bmgcMgdsd0,"
bosg  dobo  MgodBHmMo,  @amb®do IOM3gwo, JoMmwo  bobgedfogzgmgdmHogzmdols
13990909 BMb535% Igxz0L Lobgwdformgd®Hog VMmbolidogdgdsms JmMmol BsMMS3L 58ds3L
JoOmmwo HogbmdOmdol 89Jdbobs s Jo®omeo 9ol mdobsb@GHmo 360d3zbgarmdols
dqLsbgd. o M9IIBHMOL, MLS3Z30M39W0s, 0PIMMYOMOO FMbsBOHYPOm, Ms30L0 OMOL
oLGHMOHOMWO S 3 GO0 306G IJLEO 29s5d3L TG Folivyendo. 5800 00 bsBL
Mlgodl  Jooero  foabmdemwo gbol Lodgzgewrgl, dol bosby®Mdwog obEHMOOSL s
LoBMYIMYOM03 OMYGOENGOSL. ool 5dy35M0 FoMIMPgbom gMbEo dMMZgo 5gse0dYOL
SboE o dwoge 5MYMIGBBHL  sbowasbMs  JoMommeo dmbstmgool bv39MH9gbrEmdols
LoboM 0 M.

> 36mdoos, MHMI d0BsbEHOOL Lsdmdowsdm s Logzwgbom dowowo Msbgol  dmbgwggdo (9sy.,
BnGHoMbo, b03mwm® dobEGozmbo s Ubbg.), OH®IWdo3 MIMOmOMESE  594o0dgdbgb o
365JBH03NWs©  bMOE30gwgdE6g6 30BIBGHOME 3MmEoE03L, JoMOMIEIE  Toabsgmol s3500g9d00l
399OLEM3MJOMgd0 093bqb.
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