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Abstract. The tombs we excavated at Kvemo Nikozi, dating to the end of the Middle Bronze
Age (18th-17th centuries BC), provide clear evidence of the significant social and economic
differentiation present in the society at that time, indicating a community on the cusp of forming
an early state. The deep-rooted process of societal division into distinct classes, long established,
appears to be reflected in their beliefs, as seen in the varying sizes of the burial chambers (pits), the
differing orientations of the tombs in relation to the cardinal directions, and the burial rituals (N2
- oriented from south to north, and N3 - from west to east). It is important to note, however, that
neither tomb contains skeletal remains common to both, which distinguishes them from traditional
burial sites with intact corpses. This gives us reason to consider the possible causes behind this
distinction within the population that created the Trialeti culture.
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