HISTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY, ETHNOLOGY oLEMM09, 5OJJMEMY0s, JbMEIMY0s

AXAIOI OF PONTUS: ANCIENT SOURCES AND ONOMASTIC PARALLELS

3mbGHML3oMmgmol Axauol: 6¢03mM0 Fystrmgdo s mbmastiBozmMo 35MsEgegdo

LELA CHOTALISHVILI

PhD in Philology

Ptofessor, Eoropean University

Teacher of classical Languages, The Language Center at TSU
#1 Ilia Chavchavadze Ave., 0179, Tbilisi, Georgia
+995593342595, lela.chotalishvili@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3205-6981

Abstract. This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of the ethnonym Ayotoi attested in Ancient
sources across two geographical regions: Greece and the Pontic area. The research draws upon a
multidisciplinary methodology integrating critical analysis of Ancient written sources, onomastic
investigation, etymological and linguistic approaches, and historical-comparative methods. The ethnonym
Ayowoi appears in two parallel contexts. In the Pontic region, these people are described as fierce and
nomadic, with tradition explaining their settlement along the northern section of the Black Sea's eastern
coast through two accounts: either the expedition of Jason's Argonauts (predating the Trojan War) or
migrations following Troy's fall. In Greece, the same ethnonym occurs in the Peloponnese (Old Achaia,
Argos, and Mycenae). Additionally, Homer employs Axotoi as a collective designation for Greek tribes.

The concentration of onomastic material derived from the stem Agxot- in Pontus — including the
ethnonym Ayoioi, toponyms such as maAoid Ayxofo and Ayxaio koun, the hydronym Ayotovg, and the
epithet Ayoikov — points to the deep historical roots of this designation within the region. Etymological
evidence suggests a pre-Greek, non-Indo-European origin for the stem (reconstructed as *Akay“a-), a
finding crucial for interpreting onomastic correspondences between the two regions. The presence of
variant forms in Georgian translations (akajebi, akeebi, akeelebi, akavelebi) underscores the need for
standardized terminological conventions. Based on linguistic analysis, this study recommends akajebi or
akajelebi for Pontic populations, while reserving akavelebi for Greek contexts.

Two hypotheses may explain the connection between the Achaeans of Greece and Pontus: phonetic
similarity and calquing (Greek adaptation of indigenous names and creation of etiological myths), or a
common pre-Greek substrate (preservation of a single non-Indo-European stem in both regions, associated
with second-millennium BCE migratory processes). This investigation highlights the necessity of
systematic study of parallel toponymic and ethnonymic patterns in the Kartvelian and Mediterranean
linguistic spheres — research which will enable new scholarly approaches to the historical reconstruction of
ancient Colchis and Iberia.

Keywords: Ajyowoi, Pontic region, onomastics, pre-Greek substrate, Ancient sources, Georgian
translation.
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Yuypob morauob éxPola........... Xs yo' ud y’ d0bstg bogGmbob Ggbstosz980 — 66040~
Ayaia xkoum ............ X ud 47030

beaggemo sgsos — 670 — 47030’

8595L50589, 0966 S OHMIso fysemgdols dobgwz0m, 3mbEHMb3oMgmTo s00bodbgds
Axau- domolbysb Famdmgdmeo bgssalibgs Labgaro:

*  gobmbodo: Axatol, Achaei

" 3HM3mb0dgd0: olobengds modauk Ayxaia, Achaia, btmggwo Axoia kKo
*  300Mmbodo: Ayatodg

= 930009B30: Axaikdv

Axat- do®mobgob §omdmgdmwo mbmdslidozwemo dsborol bLodMsgzwrg d0wmomgdl 53 doMob
@635 0LEBHMMOME B93gdDY MYombJo.

65 30300 LsdYMABYMNOL 54539 9d0L Fglobgd:

BBH0ING  BHMooE0sdo  dmy393m390s, gemo  FBMOZ3,  (3oWw3gMw  39MHdbme  Gmdms
Lobganfmgdgdo, dgmeg dbMog 30, 39MABYdOL 5©0db0d3bgEo gobdsBmysgdgwo H9MTobgdo.
3009000 Bomwos bgsgL dgMAgbms Mol MHY0mbswMo 3MH0bEo3om sblibzsggdsl o
3Bsgms Losdo bbgzosms 43900 IMoblinbogdl boerbgdl, G®MIEgd0E JOMHOMsI© 0fMmEYd0b
00 93006930l Jobg30m, Loz FMbIBEgMdID. glgbo 5®06: dgm@GHogwgdo, Bm309w9do,
@®3OY00,  93VIIWYO0, MFMLILYOO, Ws3IRYIMBILIBO,  5OIEOIEYOO,  39B>WYBOYIEYdO,
9GHME09Wwgd0o, 3M9GHIYd0, OMEMLYEId0, JoMToEmbywgdo, dsabg@gdo... sBsbmsbsgy,
Bonems 80y35603690L, MMI IMs350MmOEbM3gsbo dgMIbMo BHMIgdo Jobosb 9gMHm0sbMdsL, 53
96056Mmd0L 5LEB0TBZ5 30 00 299M0Yygbgdls 9999 Lobgufim9gdgdl: Axatol — 57539900,
Aavaol — absgangdo, Apyeiot — 56039wgdo (1L 2. 569; 9. 37, 70). Axauol siggg Fo03mowagbl ghon-
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960 3960d6 GHMAL, GMIgos 390 Mm3mbyliby, 39MIM® dzge 5950580, 5ORMUBLS s 039680 oym
393OGILYOIoO.

Axain  (5¢039cs© Axaia) 80Mmomgdl  mMgLogrools s 39Mm3mbglbol  4gmaMor0wE
6930mb90%g; 59539 LobgEirgdsl 3b3WIdOM Jogrodol sLOIbYEgdsdo — MMEMLBY s bbgob
(Schwyzer, 2013, 93. 265-460). 53 Lobgeols sEMIMEO 3500563900 BoJloMYds GA303EHE
0gommagoLs ('qjw's' / Aqaiwasa) (Frisk, 1960-1972) s bgor6 ¢om@Ldbmer @9dudgddos (Ahhiia,
09000 Ahhiiauua) (Kretschmer, 1933, p. 227).

JoO DM MoMdobg080 90bmbod Axatoi-0l godm@Eobs sG109MHmMY350MM3560s: 80980, 359980,
3999¢1980, 3959¢7900..., d90AbME0 BHMIoL 50Bsb0dbs39®© 30 W330S BMOTS 37339¢m980.
O03mO3 BobL, 8005669 gd0 53 2B sbgs3909b LodgMIbgNLS S 3MbEHML30MIMTo BB
Axouol-b.  ogmazowyg 396gwszol 1879 ferol LESGH05d0 ,05305bg GHOMOOL  dGAMOoLs
JoOrmml 9bsBg”, HMIgros 49HBgm ,,MMGdT0” H009Fs, J0bmbodo y39wysb 89mdbgds
6 9069850 5OHOL MoMdboo 0ligzg, MMM 1899 (ol 39dw03s309080 GHGMOL ™mdol
dgLobgd. 1891 farol momydsbdo dsdos ymMogeo 094gbgdl BmOASL ssgcm9d0, 1903 Fgarl 39@69
306056503000 — 39939¢7980, 1928 fgels 30 segdLob®g dodsdgModol foabdo ,EMmmool mdo”
51939 33b309dS 39929¢980. HoOBMY0YIB 3MTGOHMLOL 30HZ3gE MsMRBBL Y06 (0glg
39MBY3560d300000), Loss 3 49339 PoBU.

LT -320MmMm (X MMNOUOM, 3 -

Lobgefimgds Axatol s©0©ygds Mdz9wgbo gmGdom AxauFol (Achaiwoi), Gog 99glodsdgds
Wwsmobn®  Achivi-li (Beekes, 2010); JoMormgen  moMmpdsbgddo g3-b sbobgs, Igbodsdoboo,
39630003900 Mbs 0gml 53 LoEGHY3500 093I30MZIIS® EOYSTSL HMLYdIMdOm, beagwm g-bs
3OLYOMBS (379980,  Sg99¢n980,  59939¢P980) — Bd0DBGHOMMO  do3wgbom: o oBMMbO
(ws00b©®do ae), Mg dos t LLiGo 0bdME., dB0BBEHOMOTo gos0JEd 9-©.

359w 93GHMOMYOMB, MMmamOE BBL d9MHIbMmol  go3wgbom, F98ga0  WIHIHOEIMdS
33b3w9g0s: Achaei, Achaia, 5699 gobmboddo 3gHdbmwo o OBDMBAOL 5EYOWSL 23b39ds
Ws0b©o ae 35906, O3 GHM3mboddo dgbsePBbgdmeos ai. gl 49630HMBYGOMWos 08 Gogddom,
9 LObEYdOL 09MH b Lobgfimydsdo o EOBMMbYO 3B MEOgMHEHOWom 0fgMgds, Mo
00599 90900093L, GMI O0FmMbYOL F9d503969co bdmzgbgdo Mbs Hogozombmm Fow-(35¢39
(ToAaud Axaia, Axoior KOUN).
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@0ba30LGHWO0 565¢0BOL LordzgubHy M93md9bIIM0s 3MbEBHMB30MYMOL EHMIolm3zol
BMO3YO0 9750980 b 395290980 (0779 35300035¢0L0bIdM 08 Bod@BL, M sOLYGIMBL IBELEIGdS
59505), b 89660 GHMIoLmM30L — 57929¢7980.

dobgs3s 0doby, MmI gmbmbodo Axawol ghm-9M0 dz9wgl 39GMdbmw  FHg®dobs
0390, 9bsmIY3609MMs Bofforo 35MomMdL, MMI 0go fobsdgmAbmwo Fs@dmdsgzamdols
b5 0gmb. 3096 JobGHM9gbol crgdlozmbdo, Ly MOMMYo LoEGY30L GEHOTMEIMAOS 35BOMO
5 QIGO0 FoMdmygbowo, Axawol s6 gobobowgds 0bmg3m™m3me gwdgms dmEob.
933™M0 LML 53 §0bMbOdoL LBLEGMsEM, HobsdgMdbme 8bgdsHg s Jookby3l, Grnd
do6o Axoau- 56 Fggbodsdgds d9mdbmen 96530 ©sd330MGOIE BMBMEWMYOME ©s MBI
B06H3dgdL, dobo gE0dmemyool db™m35690s s LEGHMWJEHMOMEEO MO30LYdMIOJO0 0T5BY Vb
00M»0mMYOIL, ™I  Lobgfmgds 539306039mo©  gOM-gOmo  [Hobsdg@mdbmwo  FHmdol
906mb0dL FoM3mygbs s 99099 39303 d9Mdbwye bsdgs®mdo (Chantraine, 1968-1980).
956@®9bol  3MBoEosL 0B0sMIOL  sGBgMMO  gbsmTg3bogMo, dsm TFmMol GMdIGE dodgbo,
G0dgeroi dooBbggl, GmA Lobgafimgds »ogm HobsdgMdbmaros, Logs®msmom Bwdoom Akay“a-
(Beekes, 2010).

65 3930060 9B Yngowoym 39mdgh 57939wgdls s F530 B30L Lobs3oMmMUL sdoagdls FmMol
@5 O MO0 Loxdz9e0 b 3JMbMIc 96E03MEMO bobol s33MMYOL, M gOrT5b)0Mb
©0593939060900650 LdIMIbYPLS O 3933950530 BObSIMO FHMTGOO?

OMamO3 339 9036086gm, 9gomHmgddo  5doagdols Imliges  LsdgMHAb)m0sb  MmMbsoGs
05M00Yd5, JOHDO MIM0WOS 05BMbOL W sTJHMds, beaewm JgmMg — BHOMOL 39Ts. 53 GHMAol
Logbmg®olo, Mmamea Bsbl, 033wgdms Bbzssbbgs oMo Lo@wsgosdo — bGHMsdmbo
9OMO© dbobggdl 5Joegdl, doggdly s 3960mbgdl, GMIgdoE B30l LsbsdoMMbBy M6
LobO03gLO WS AMMA0300L LodbMgmom, JogMsd 3Nwbgdbg MBOM OO mgmoom (Strab. XI. 5.
31; XI. 2. 1; XI. 5. 6); $o3oG«bol oswmyqdol XII fogabdo 30 bsodzsdos, GmA 33000580 ©o
650006MH9d0Ls s FBMMosbo FHMIgdoL dmger 08 FbsMgdo 5006036935 3MbEGHMLOL bs30Mmgd by
©583d6gdo  59do0gd0l  Lodmdomodm  dmlsbegmds. 9999y 30 93GH™OM0  ©sbidgbl, 396
3565090 HB5dOOL L0d3s36M9d s 39MO3 (5F0WMdM030) TIMbObEIgMdOL 0o 35355300
d9095d6(9b9d9ds Bb9-B39vgd90ds 396 F9m3ogl bgaro od assbobegdol dmlim@mbggdlim
(Tacit. XII. 7).

DM, BGH03NO ysmrmgddo 0w9gbGHMEMmo Lobgwirmgdol GHmdobs vy sbsbmgdol
dmobligbogds Lbgzoolbgs gma®megzgoren sMgsdo s bb3solibgs JOHmbmemaom® gstyamgddo
5630079 08300000 (L560YdO, BHEMs39dMLO, Lbgdo, 39bombgdo, Bsbolo, dodgdo, bydslGm3meobo,
30409963)0...), M35 933093560005 OO0 bsfowo  53BHMMIOOL IIEIIOMOL 50MSWGOL, YT(39,
Log0gdM909w0s, MM 50bodbmwo Jgdmbzg3gdo MBROM GO oLEAMMOMWO 3MM3glgdoL
Sbobzss, 300MY 953BHMOMs 35LbolIdgdMdOL Tg9R0. 593500 (36MmdYd0 Fgodergds s0blbsls
6500096009 256090 gd0m, 30039 M0dd0, JNbO3WMO BoRMO309d0m, MMIEYdAs3 45dmofj305
AMIMS JMAOIBOME0 A59b533909; 5T5LMSB, LMzl 0bgdgE0s 56EH03MMO 53EHMMYdOL
9096 Lbgoolbgs JOMMbmwmyorMo 39MH0Mm©OL igsmrmms 4s9mygbgds, o3 39Mgo©  sLobogl
6930mbol  gbmyMoxnom 3300w gdgdL  OHM™S  QobTogEMdsdo.  5Joeqdols  Fogoom DBy
d9L5dEgdgEos MO 0BFBHIM3MYEBHI300L F9IMMe35HYds: ghmo FBO03Z, 6GH03ME  fiysrmgddo
399mbobmo Lobgeimgds, dglodems, sbobsgzall 5HOWMdM03 3HYMHTobL — MMaM®3 303000,
d39ew0 896036700 JoOmM39emE Lobgargdl 56 MaMAB0H6, 56 356 306MGdL SbEgbwbgb, M3
bdoMs Mibm GHM3Mbodl BmbgEozmes Abpsgbo d9MAbMEo  gdbgdom  sb533¢9db9b.
dgbodems,  LBHmeMgo  Lobgwoms  dbpoglgdsd  aobsdo®mmds 98 mMo  Gmdol  9emdsbgommsb
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53930060905, 05353 9JAHOMEMPONOO  35IM3gdJO0L  BTMYs0dgds  godmofizos  9BGH0IMO
oLAMOOMYM5x305d0; dgmeg Joymds 9§i3w9dbgds doMol gE0IMEMy0® d969dsl — doMol Axai-
{0obsdgMAbm0o, 956506Mg3MM3meo [omBMmTogwmdol gom3zswoljobgdom, @sledzqdos, MmA
3B BHMB30MYMOLS s BsdYMIbYNOL MBbMTSBE03M Foboersdo Tgbs®mbmbrdwEos GO s 08039
LIBLAOIEGIO BdY, Bro3 SLobogl II samslfjargmedo bdgwmsdwsbrzoldo®mgmdo dodobstg
900530 3MM39L9dL. 58 303MMYHOL 5TYsMGOL oL PoMgdmgds, MIMI oblsbowrggwwro do®o
Homdma9boos 5605 bMwm© gmbmboddo, s6sdg GHM3mbodgdls s 30M™MboddTdoE, Mo
9010l 9HPO JoMHOLOYSL FoMdMgdmwr MbMTsliE03we LobEgdsby.

©53369%0.  963H03MM0  [goHmgdol, ™mbmAslBozmo s 9BHO0IMWMPoMMHo  Tobogrol
3033wgdumo  9bsgroBo  Lodmogdsl  a35deg3L  @odmz0@bmm  99dgyo  ©sliggbgdo
3bBHMB30MYMOLS s BodgMIbgmMOL Axauoi-ol MM00gM0T0TsMHMYdOL globgd:

900bmbodo Ayatol 5630396 Fysermgddo g3b3wgds MmO 29MyM80ME 56(95¢do — badgMAbgmUs
@5 3mb@mL3oMgmdo.  3mbGHMLb3omgmdo  Axar-  do®olgsb  foMmdmgdmwo  8osmo
bmAsL3H03MH0 Fobogrols sOBYOdMDS 0wINO0MYOL 53 LobgEfim@gdol MIs CLEHMMOwM 3gliggd By
9300630, G506 gHMO JoMOLOYD Fo0dmgd Mo 53gbo Ls3MMIMO Labgwol 3mbEgbEHMs30s
39000b39300Md0m 396 S0bLbYds.

Lod9MAbgOLs s 3MBEHMUL30MYMOL 5d52gdols 353d06OL sblbs Fglsdwrgdgaos mMo yboom:
906mb0dqdol  BmbyBHozmMo  Abyogligdom  (5POWMdMH030  Labgwfimadol  dg®Abmeo
5Q093(}930d S JBHOMWMY0MEMO domgdol Fgddbs) 96 Loghomm sM00bmgzmmdmwo gmbm-
@woba30LGHWOO  gMdol  sOLYIMBOm. MmM039  303mmgBs  LoFoOHMgdl  Fgda™d
39 GH0oLE03W0bMO 330935L, MHMIYEOE J999MHN0569dL 0bY30LEHWE, sOJgmEmyome ©s
d00M M0 dmbo3zgdgdb.

JoOr0mME 0563569030 Axauol 9gmbmbodol 30350 Bm®MAoL (3950980, 999980, 9990980,
3P939¢1980...) 5OLGdMOS J0MOMYOL LobmMIM FHYMHIobMeErMmyool 99ddoz900l LsFoMmMYdSDY.
©@0b630LGHWO0  BsoBoL  Lorwdzguby M93mIgbYdMos 3MmbEHML30MmYMOL  GHMmolmzol
R3O0 3750980 56 3750890980, bmwm dg®mAbMEo GHMIobm3ol - s7339¢980.

3309358 398m53w0bs JoMmz9we s 390GHIMbME 9bMmdMm03 LsdYsMMTo 356 gEEO
G™M3mb0dgdoly s 9mbmbodgdol LobGHgdmemo TguHogzeols sME30EdEMBS. YO 33Eg3900
d9L5dEgd9gL gobEOL dzgwo 3MmEbgmols s 0d9MOOL OLEBHMMOOL MY3MBLEMMJE00L oo
Lod93bogMM™ bgz0l Jqdw)dsggdsl.
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