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Abstract

This study aims to examine the mechanisms of constructing the ethnographic landscape of
southwestern Georgia, specifically Upper Adjara, based on the late nineteenth-century travel
accounts of Praskovia Sergeyevna Uvarova. The research is grounded in a theoretical approach
that understands space not merely as a geographical entity, but as a social, cultural, and
interpretative category formed through narrative, language, and perception. From this
perspective, Upper Adjara is analyzed not only as a historical region, but as a textually
constructed, multi-layered landscape in which natural environment, social practices, and
cultural markers are integrated into a coherent system.

The central objective of the study is to determine how spatial perception is formed within
a memoir-based ethnographic narrative and to assess the role of the author’s subjective
perspective in shaping the interpretation of historical reality. To achieve this, the research
employs discourse analysis, the historical-ethnographic method, and source criticism. These
methodological approaches enable the text to be examined both as a carrier of empirical data
and as an interpretative construct reflecting the intellectual frameworks of its time.

A detailed analysis of Uvarova’s narrative demonstrates that Upper Adjara is represented
not only as a remote mountainous region, but as a historically and culturally complex
environment in which natural conditions shape economic activities, social organization, and
everyday practices. Particular attention is given to the systems of communication and
transportation, residential typology, economic practices, and the archaeological landscape, all
of which are integrated within the text and contribute to the structural formation of the
ethnographic landscape.

The findings indicate that the ethnographic landscape is constructed through linguistic and
narrative strategies that shape both the perception and evaluation of space. Descriptive
language functions not only as a medium of representation, but also as a tool for meaning-
making. Special emphasis is placed on evaluative vocabulary, which establishes interpretative
frameworks and defines spatial hierarchies. Within this process, the construction of the “Other”
plays a central role, as the local population is represented as a distinct social entity, while the
region itself is framed as a culturally specific environment.

At the same time, the text reveals a strong conceptualization of the relationship between
nature and human activity, in which the environment operates as a formative force. Human
existence is not presented as independent from nature; rather, it is closely intertwined with it,
and social and economic practices are shaped by environmental conditions. This perspective
results in a model where natural and social factors are interdependent and collectively define
the structure of the space.

115



HISTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY, ETHNOLOGY oLEGHMM09, 5OJJMEMY0, JPOBMEOMY0s

The study also highlights the influence of imperial perspectives on the narrative, which
shape the classification and evaluation of the region. The Caucasus, including Upper Adjara,
is represented as a space of exploration, description, and knowledge production, where local
realities are integrated into broader intellectual and political frameworks. In this context,
Uvarova’s narrative cannot be understood as purely descriptive; it constitutes an interpretative
representation shaped by the political and cultural paradigms of the period.

The study concludes that Uvarova’s text functions simultaneously as a valuable historical
source and as an interpretative narrative through which Upper Adjara is constructed as a
peripheral, culturally diverse, and historically multi-layered space. This dual nature defines the
analytical value of the text and necessitates a critical approach that considers both empirical
data and the conditions of their interpretation.

Ultimately, the research demonstrates that the ethnographic landscape is not merely a
reflection of reality, but a process of knowledge production through which space acquires
meaning and becomes an object of historical and cultural analysis. This approach contributes
to the advancement of Caucasus regional studies and supports the integration of the concept of
ethnographic landscape into contemporary theoretical frameworks in the humanities.

Keywords Ethnographic Landscape; Upper Adjara; Southwestern Georgia; Praskovia Uvarova;
Travel Writing; Discourse Analysis; Cultural Memory; Caucasus Studies.
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Bo®o@ogl,  OmIgrog  BsIMYswodgdwos  3mb3MgGHME0  0QIMEIMPOMMHO
06399399 ®mo Bo@bml gstyargddo. LHmOgo gl m®Ioamds 4obLsb®3zm3L GH9gdu@ob
33193000 30396305l s IMoMbMal 3M0E030w, 30935 EMb0sE sBoswobl.

LodMEMME, Bgdm 5F5MOL  JMbMYMIGRoMwo  bEdsgBo GHgJuBdo §omdmbbrgds
O3mO3 30930gdueo GgduGewrmo 30bLEHOWE0s, OMIgEoE 953w9dbgds 3306037050,
9953509058 S 0BBHIM3MYBHO305L. 080 596M05690L dmbxdM03, LmEosEME S OLEGHMMOE
B39dBHMOIBL s FoMIMBIBL LogmEIL OMAMOE  IMOZ5¢RBBMI0EGB0D  SBseoEH03MM
9O, 5333500 FJoEMTs  3bsEYMBL, OMI  JObMEMIROMwo  WIbIsRGo b
39630bomm 565 FbMmEME SOFIO0D 353JyMO05, 50539 OMYMOE 3Bl BMMToMmgdol

30m3Egls©, O®mdwol  d9939mdomsg  LogmEg 0dgbl  obGHMOoMw  ©s  INWEHWOE
9600369c0mdsb.

36513305 M35MMZS: 30MYMIR0Yeo Jodmboengs s LssdgEboghm 898330MYMds

365130300 BgORML SIE0 M356MM3s (1840-1924) FoMBmoygbL XIX Lom3mbol HMLmEo
993b0gcgdol  gmo-9Mo  86009369w™m356  BogMMsl,  HMAol  Lsgdosbmds  Bmoiegl
9ObRGoZoNw,  SOJIMRONO > FILOHYONL-OLHNOOYE  3Bwg3gdL.  dobo
3600369cmds  2obLs3MMNMGO0m 0DBME-905 00 FoMgIMgdOL om35¢ol{obgdom, HMI oo
9tg89090s 53500930996 Lo3zM (3930, HMIYEOE 9339 0Ym QoBLEBOIMWO H9bE MO
99D0©3900m, ®v)33s 59 306MHMdYdT0E F90 ™ HMY300gdgwo BsTY360gMM Bsddosbmdol
396300006905.

dobo 30MaM5x305 930EOME ©935380M©J0s HYLYNOL B50T3JOIGHMOM SMIJJMWMYO0IOO
LoBMYSMYOOL 0bLEHOEHWE0IO Bsdmyse0dgdsls. dobo Gy, aMox0 segdugo LoMaggzoh
135030, 04® 50b0I6mo LsbMYsEMYdoL ©s3x5dbgdE0 s MHMLMEIO SOJJMEMROMOO
339308 9OHM-gOHD0  MmOMY6oBs3omo  bogwmdzwol 8994dbgaro. dolo Q9339 9d0L
9990099 3M03M305 M350MM358 96> FbMEME Qo0MAJWs 3MLYIM0 Loddosbmds, 56589
Bo9Mgo0ds ©3MY)30009O9I0 33¢09)30000 F0TSMMYIENGOS. 00 9B JOM-9OHMO 3063900
Jowo, M0Igedsz 9MJgmemaom®mo  gdudgoEogdol mGmysbobgds s bgwddwlsbgamds
1532906 053D 500M, M3 00EOHMObOYE 535009080196 3605d3H03500 FodmEmBgME dmgergbols
0o00moy9bs.

M396Mm™M3z9L  Bodg3b0gHm Logdosbmds dmoEsgs Mrmligmol Lbgsalbgs Mgyombl, dsom
dmeol  bmgammmEl, go®odbs ©s 393356056, dobo  33ag3930  BolosMYds  Loggeng
©533060390900L,  SMJgMMmao)Mo  dmbs3gdgdols o gobmy®megomwo  sefgeol
0639aMs300m, M3 dol  BsdmMIgRL  s60Fgdl  0b6BHIMEOL303W0bmEm  boliosMD.
396L53MMGOMWO 5EPO0Wwo ol FgdmddgE9dsd0 35300 35335B05L, BOOE 0RO (3OEIMBL
oLGHMOHOWO, 39WEGHYYOMX0 S LOE0SW OO 3OMEILYIOL 3MB3WIJLE ASsDEYOSL.
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JoOrmmwo 39wEHMOMEo 3993300009Md0bsdo dobo 0bEghglbo sbsbvyenos Bod@mddo
., Kasxas. Ilymesvie samemxu. Yacmo 2 (1891), 40390 §omdmopqbl 3603369c0m356 {godrml
LsdBOYD 3933956008 JPBbMYMOROMO S HBIJIMEEMAO0MHO  BogMEoL  Flsbffogzersc.
50bodbmaro  GgduBHo  99M05690L gm0 @S BswoBH03MG  9gargdgbBHdL s Jdbols
6930mb6%g 30535 dM056 FoMdmaqbol, LosE Fo@GIM0SMEOO 3MWEGHMES, LMEOSWMEOHO
3654303900 ©@s obEGMMowMwo dgblogMgds YOHMOYMHNH393d0MHgdM  LobBHgds  SGMOL
Po@dmBgbogro.

XX Bom3mbols  @sbsfiyolido, goblogmom®gdom 1917 Farol  Hg3mervyzo0l 9999y,
M356MHM35L  LJd0sbMBS  sboE  3MOEHOIMNG  MJoMmdsTo  TMYd3s. OMYMOE  0339MHOYIEO
063 90396300L oMo gbgero s LsdgEbogm LEBMYSMIBOL 5JEHOWOO FoyIMS, 0P0
503mBbs 0QIMEMYO0MHO S 0BLEOGH30MEMO Bgficeols 306HMdYdT0. JovbgEsgz5 sdoby,
96 99dm 3300930000 L5dd0s6MBOL FoaMdgEgds LoEgMEbEPol dMEMAEY. FIMPIOEZsws 1924
Dol dmligmgdo o  ©93MdsErmeos  Bmgmegzohol  ImBsbGHMOL  Lolagwsmby, M3
90900093l Job 5005MGOsDY MM 3 LodgbogH™, olig 3ME @GO (HH9g9gddo.

35635l 89933000609Md> MsbsdgMm™mzg 3mdsbo@smrvar 3936096090590 MMy Fgrolgdsl
ofi393L. gemo dbM03, 030 ABObLOGdS  OMPMOG  JWIBOZNOO  SMJIMEOMAONMO S
906055300 330930l 360936903560 oMo qbgwro, HMmdwols 659OMIgd0 wgdwg
06560b1b9gdL §igommmI3m©bgmdom oMmgdMEgdsl. dgmMg dbMog, dobo GHgdu@gdo SLsbogl
003390090 3mEbol fo®dmgdol Imgwl, Moz LSFoOMIOL Fo0 3MOGOIME OSBGOS
056599060M39 09MMH0wo Bs®BMmgdol BoMwgddo.

dolbo BsdMM™MIgdol 360d3z69mds  4oboLsBWIMGds 0TomsE, M™I oLobo  v9MH0s6YAL
3539M05MH0 3MEGHNIMHOL SOFIOL, LM E0SW YOO 3M5dEH039d0L 5b5¢PODBL s LOTdMEIMEO
LobGHYdgooL 0bEBHIM3MYEBHIE0L. 5933565, Y350M35L 3H9YJuEJO0 335393l TGLoAWGOEIMBSL
29305DOM®M 565 bmErmE 3mb3MgEHMEo MH9a0mbgdol OLEMMOWMWO MYSEIMdS, 5M53g ol
06&99d@ 9900 Bo®Bmgdos, HMIgwms BsMwrgddo 0ddbgdms gl 3m©bs.

LOdMEMME, 3M13M300 M35MM3s b 29630bOWM™ MHMYMOF BOFIGS, MMIJLO3
JONOOMMWOHE  dbobogl  dgabogPwo  33w930L  0BLEBHOGEOME  gob30MoMgdL s
00396090 93mgol 0639w 9dGHvIs® 3565@0gdsl. LHimMgE 98 MmEMBoamdsdo 3e0bwgds
dobo 89933000M)M30L 339300 3603369 Mds, Losg dolo GH9du@gdo BMbIzombotgdls
603 0LEGHMOHO0MWO 9O O OMYMOE 3OH0EGH03I0 SB5oDol Mmdog]Go.
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