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Abstract

An important place in the history of Georgian spiritual culture belongs to Basil Zarzmeli's
monument "The Life of Saint Serapion Zarzmeli", which reflected the historical memory of the
country, demonstrated the spiritual and material prosperity of Samtskhe with the establishment of
Christian churches and monasteries, which reflected the historical, social, geographical, and cultural
values of the country, which determined the advancement and development of Georgia, not only
nationally, but also within the context of the global Christian and historical space.

In the ninth-tenth century Georgia, in the Samtskhe region, the main mission of Saint Serapion
and his spiritual brothers was expressed in the establishment of spiritual centers, of which the work
discusses the “Kvabijvari” and “Valisoni” churches, which are understood as existing precisely within
the scope of the activity of Saint Serapion and his spiritual companions, who clearly defined the
promotion of Samtskhe in the common national-Christian area. It is precisely within the scope of the
activity of Saint Serapion Zarzmeli and his spiritual brothers that we should place the churches in
Samtskhe, namely in the Adigeni municipality - Kvabijvari and Valisoni, which have survived today
in the form of remains, but which well inform us about their geographical location, architectural style,
spiritual value and mission in the global religious thought context.

The remains of the Kvabijvari and Valisoni churches are geographically located in such places
that next to them is the central connecting road to Samtskhe, Adjara mainly, through which there is a
connection to Turkey and partially to Imereti; they are crossed by the main river - Kvabliani, which
completes the historical significance of this place... The monuments are multifaceted: religious and
secular, carrying an advanced administrative and strategic significance.

The Life of Serapion Zarzmeli, by the tenth-century Georgian hagiographer Basil Zarzmeli, is
the best source for studying the history, geography, and construction of churches and monasteries of
Samtskhe. The data of the text itself makes it clear that the Zarzma Church alone could not have been
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the place of activity of such a great spiritual figure, it goes on a much larger and larger scale, covers a
fairly large area geographically and geopolitically, and creates a single spiritual center in this region.
We should place the churches of Kvabijvari and Valisoni in Samtskhe, specifically in the Adigeni
municipality, in the place of activity of Saint Serapion Zarzmeli and his spiritual brothers, which have
survived today in the form of remains, but they provide us with a good idea of their geographical
location, construction style, and spiritual purpose... Certain data from the text of Basil Zarzmeli's "Life
of Serapion Zarzmeli" lead us to assume that the history of their establishment is connected precisely
with the spiritual life of Serapion Zarzmeli.

Key words: Kvabijvari Church, Valisoni Church, Adigeni, Andrew the First-Called, Serapion
of Zarzma, spiritual mission, thirteen Assyrian fathers, Zarzma.
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dofjoligzgds mmobgdo, Gmamez sO®Bbgdo, EYolmdbol bs93glos®o, Do@MBTs, SOBLOL
659309L0sM0 s bgowrods®0, 5309m0l 30bggd0 _mE0o 3oby, dg0dwgds 39EH0E, G0l bsdmgdo
©OYLE 35¢BBObMS, §MMTbgOL 39000 sOLBYOMBL, HMIGdOE JMHNTBJPMB 430605000
4mgz0Es 93530069000 (59 330605030 O BsF5es39830 YMABOs AOMERO 15535d7(3). A30MBOL
3390 Il ooy, syMgmzg  30boLBboL  30bggdo, MHMIgdo3 ©®IL  FbMEMO
Bobga939005, BgMdbol  bBogzwglios®o, dmbol bBogzarglos®o, G®MIgEoE XL Loogms
JOoLEG05690Ls s FMLEodgdl FmEOL, Lobsd3z0wgdo, ™3I30M39ws© MMIJWo ogym _
93w9L0s v d9hgmo, LodbGMmgmom FqFerols 30609 30b9-30330, HMIOLOR0 WL bsbyg3z9d0s.
3900092 99 29M3Mm0E03M0 FogoLEMmOOl A93MAJEGds S OY30MA3069055 JMYMSROICNO
90905Mm9Md0m KGO 350obMbOL s 8999 J3900%3560L 6593 gLOIMO O WIMHEIL-30300M

3995 93egb0s, OMIGLOE . 0MFMOHO] ,0930(Y5MMb“ 93eglosl MHmgdL, 0d3g J3909d0, Bosg
50dmPBgbowos 3990, 30300mb 30bg-383900, MMIGWMRD gHMo Ms30L0 LBEHMWIEGHMOOm

396Lb35390105 IBIMBYHO 0 5OBYOMEO (30bggdOLORD.

J3500% 35600l @ 35¢00lMbol 93egliool 658mgd0 Q9MEMSBOMESE LY 5O GdBYs
©5533d6930, GMI Jom 39MHOM MO 3IBEGHMIMMO 8535300609090 s LsdEbobs,
53560L5  J0MO0MOs© (LM, 30300MmEB 5F5OOL Bs F9IEOL Foderol J;sby), OHMIol
99939mdom bgds 3530060905 )M J9Nmsb, s 0dgMYIMOLL3Ih bofoemdMog; s go®IGdm
560L o056 HBJoMo s OO0 5653569 Gy (80330, 65330,...) S BMMWMZ560, doe0sb
90605 {iyegdom _ 4350e0sbo, 9306y fywgdo, sm3ol dobgGomMo fiywrgdo, Lobbog-
Loogbo dofjgdo s LodmzMgdo. 9d9sb AsdMIPObIMY, olobo FMO35¢ABEOO30 IBOTEMEgdOL
953oM909wbo  5M06:  Lobyeroghm s LogOMm, oHobsmMgdmmo  sEdobolEGHGmoEomwo ©s
LAOSGJ0I0 603bol Fo@oMgdgero.
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J3980% 3500 5 35¢olmbo, MLAserMo Fysmmb ,329OR0LEBOL 30Ws0gmMOl OO
©5300M0L" Jobg30m, 99399I0sMJdM@s oL 65309L) (xodos, 1941, 3. 69, 93-94).

©5133b5: $89bs, idos LYMs30Mmb HBeIHBIgOL 3bM3zMHYdoL s Jobo Lwyerog@o ddgdol
LodmEgsfgm bogMgdo b 49b35m93LMmom LsdEbgdo, 39MHdm® sEOYIbol IMborodswodg@do
5MLYdo 659309L0SMGOO - J3500X35MOLS O 35¢POLMbOL, HMIEGd0E LIL b5TOL Lobomss
3990mMB9b00, Boa00 3505 3359360l o gMAMOGOIE FEGISMIMDL, 53930L GO, doom
boge  ©IB0TBMEGdIL, LEHMSGHIR0IE 8B0T3bgeMdsL... Bl Do®BIgol ,LgMs30omb
BoeBIgarol 3bmzmgdoL* EHgdu@ol 49M339Mw0 Imbs3gdgdo 33935M59Yd0bgdL, MM Jsmo
©55MLYdoL oLbEHME0S LM bYMs30Mmb BsMBIGol Lwog® 3FbmgMYdLMB Mbos ogml
©5393906090o. §dos byMs30mbo MMmEILsE d9dmEol bsdibgdo, sl ™Mb sbasgl dobo dds
00569 s 300093 MMO BbZs, HMIGEMS Lobgero 5Mss Babligbgdo F9duEdo. obobo JoEosb LsdiEbol
bbgoolbgs 50Q0esls, 53909096 60dgdL, DML X3MOL Lobom, Moms FgambIBEOZOHMB s dMboIbmb
$00b0s 50y0wgd0. LHimMgE 5333560 W35G b Mbos 23Jmbgl boddg. X Lor3mbol Fommzgwo
353003059306 dLoOE BoOBIGEOL ,LgMs30Mmb BoOBIGEOL  (3BM3MYDS* Lo3gmgbm  Fgs®mo
LodEbolb  OLEBHMOOMEO,  2JMAMOBOOL O 93EgLOS-TMBILEGHEMOOL  5dTGBYOMBOL
035BsBMHOLom JglHogrobsmgol. m300mb FHgduBol dmbsggdgdo EbsymaxL, MM oMM
BomBIoL 93eglos 3960 04690Mm©s 19O OO bvEP0gMo dME3sHol Lsdmegshgm Logcmag, gu
RO 30EIW S OE FoBIEYODY 2500, FMOEIZL FIMYMIROMSE S ZJM3ME0EH03MNG0
035bsBOHOLOM 15305 EOE MYl s JAbol gM BB LKYEP0gH 3965 53 Mgaombdo;
$00s LgMs30mb BsmBIgol s dobo Lwogho Msbsdmeazsfggdol Logdosbmdsdo bserBdol
mbsbHMol  339MHom by IM35J30Mmm  J3900x35M0OL S 3oeobmbol  bsg3agliosgdo,
OIgerbo gL 99545 bsb s g35blnbgdgb M3l LogmMstmo obEHMMOOL s YYEoEILo
b)erogo dobool Jgliobgd.
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