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Abstract

The geographical extent of the Mithraic cult is generally considered to have stretched from
the headwaters of the Euphrates to Great Britain. Scholars recognize the existence of numerous
local variations of Mithra worship. According to one Armenian legend, Mithra (Ehera) appears
in Caucasian traditions as a horseman deity accompanied by a raven (Ramishvili 2019, 64).

Mithraism spread rapidly throughout regions where the worship of horses and celestial
bodies was deeply rooted. It is therefore unsurprising that the cult found particularly fertile
ground in Georgia, a country with a strong and enduring tradition of horse and horseman
veneration (Makalatia, 1972).

The development and dissemination of the horse as a solar symbol in Georgia were
encouraged first by the reforms of King Parnavaz, during whose reign the supremacy of the
deity Armazi was established and expressed through the worship of the sun and its symbols.
Later, in the early 2nd century BCE, the fire-worshipping King Parnajom further strengthened
these traditions by constructing numerous temples and erecting a statue of Zaden on the
mountain opposite Armazi in Mtskheta (Vatsadze, 2007, 115-125).

The subsequent revival of solar worship and the increasing veneration of its principal
symbol—the horse—contributed to the widespread dissemination of the Mithraic cult
throughout various regions of Georgia. The presence in the Georgian pagan calendar of a month
dedicated to the festival of Mithra (“Ttuei Mihrakanisa”) indicates that the deity was officially
recognized within the religious system of ancient Georgia. The horse was closely associated
with solar worship and also played a significant role in funerary rituals. The depiction of
mounted deities corresponds to the broader process of anthropomorphization, in which the
horse evolved from an independent divine figure into the sacred and subordinate attribute of
an anthropomorphic deity.

Representations of horsemen occur frequently among both excavated and accidentally
discovered archaeological materials from the territory of Georgia, and glyptic artifacts are no
exception. In addition to other glyptic materials, this study examines seal impressions on clay
bullae discovered within the temple complex at Tsikhiagora, which we associate with the cult
of Mithra-Men.

Key words: glyptic monuments, Tsikhiagora, a bronze stamp with triangular shaped

handle, a bronze stamp with quadrangular shaped handle.
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abasglbo LowyggBHol ddmbg 2odmLobwyagdosbo dME)sML LHm®Immbs dmyzsbowmdols
356 LobgMH0sbo 1sdYFs30 F9dmNb3930m sMHOL 5BMBYboEo Lmgger bsdmszoldo.
s0dgmemy 6. d0M0sbsdg30mol  36mdom, LsdsMbo MMIgedoz Lod)FO30  9IMBBY,
©BAMIMo 0gm sEMIBIMOIYOHO bobol 3w GO 39bom, bmwm 53 SEYOEILL
36303796 bobsBg 5MGMe0 5@ IM0SMOHO 3N GO0 b5dm9gdo o6 G90dBbgm.. 9.0. 59
LoToMbl s ¥9690M0305 Lod9YFIZL,  BMYIWIE  BGH03MNOO  bsbom  sMM0gdg6  (
X935b0030¢00, 1997, 222-223).

15305300 L5dYF3DY F9FMLIbYE TbgEIML Jotrx 3965 bgerdo Fdo MFoMs3L, beagom
dom3bgbs 3bgbol 30L9BYg MI3L. 3BIbL, GobosgMmMOl Ibg®mOol Abgegls, mMo bfimMo bsboom
5030600 543L 2459tbbHE0. J0sbS odMLobmEgds BBME M BogH MM Jmbsbsbgdom s6ob
290dm39dmwo, 3bgbol Bogmes LEBHOWOHIOMWs, MOMs3 FbLlbgzszgds  FObosEMMOL
3H96900Lgsb.  30bosymEOOL  3bgbgdo  MgoolBOO  godmbobwoom  bolinsmd0sb.
9B ma0M0 LowgBH0S IME3gdEo I3bgmsdo s0dmPBybow dgzwol LobwMOsb LsdgFwogby,
Omdgeog b I bsm3mbggdom  IMM0EgdME  3MFoGHLITMbT0os  s0dmBgboo.
3990004305 dmboBOGds, MM Fgbosderms  dgwol  bd9F30 dMObKSML 1509 F3900L
09650OMMo 0yml, dsbdog 0039 LEHOWOLEHWOO bgwfighs 0gMdbmds, Moz dMObxsmls
15093539008 A5FMLIBLEGOGAL SHOLOSMGOM. MbIPOMMEO MEbMMO sbsEIMA0gdO S63
O0bx oMl s 9ME 3ol bsdgFogl 96 9dgdbgds. 203BH03ML Jg09396 K oz35b0d30 0l
SO0 d3.§. Jgrmon®osbzol dofrOmel LodsMmzgwml 4ao3GHozol  gobgzomamgdsdo
960560 5P0WMdM030 bs3o0s 94dbogo (. xoz3sbodz0wo, 1997, 228).

dbgc0oL 458msbryagd0sbo 15d9Fs3930L FoMdMTs3wMdOL, ITBIPYOOL SEHOWOL,
INIM0MGO0LS 01¢) FBGIM-30059d5Md 0EIBEH0B03o300L Bs30mMbgdol 0MY3w0g IMIZ5O
AbOBOYOsS M JdE0, MBEs 933350005 BgGJLMdS MbbIEYds, MM s©bodbmwo
dbgMgdol  2odmlobwargds  35d0boer  Lodys@mdo  JomEsoBdol  gogcmEgwgdslmsbss
5393060900 (wmmomdoxnsbodg 1969, 144-145; cm®domdoxsbodg 1984,34-35; qsgmdody
1964, 43; ©bows 1968; ©Mbws1975; Mbovs 1977; mbovwgs 2006; xs3sb0dz0mo 1972;
X935b0030001975; 9odyegerodg 2026, 18-33).

B396m30L LHObEIMLMS M MOHNJoBIBOIOL FMLIBOYdS, MMIGoE 0BOSMYOL
15393b0gOM WOEBIOOGHMEMmSTO FO3MEIYOE MZSEBsBOOLL, MHMIol dobgzom sGTsbo
b0l dM356M0L 3005905 0gm s LogdoMmgzgumdos 03039 B6JE00L  SLeIEgds.
933193560 46500905l 59393l 9MBoDBoLs s MM 539MT5DEIL Lobgwirgdgdol
26930396 LoSbMZqL O 5oL sbs39, 0ToLsE 50b0TbIZL, MMT 5MTSBO 03MmbMYMIR0MWs©
9@ bgogLgdsl  0Msbme  JomESLbmsb  535053693L, 30069  53MEmSTSBEILMLD,  Bnd
LogoMmM39w Mo 153d5MmE MY 0333l Bl BMOMILEMOEo LoddME0Is S LG GOl
3°0350b{iobgdmwo, M3 BMOMIBEGHOODBAL o 35O F9B3005MGOMWO LGOS0
390G obzs 390MImeo dbgMol 03mbmaMaxr0vo bLybom, GMdgElisg dmagz0569000m {)0.
30620 (330L (564, 0Mbmwo FomMs 03mbMAMIGOMEsE JoMmer DOl 300590
3996090) (wmdmnjoxzsbody, 1984, 167 ).

abasglbo AmbOBOYds AsdMMJ3s 3. 6o, B03F30bmsdo OO MoMmEabmdom
sdmBgbowo  B3ogrgbhdol  Lodogodm  8mbgdgdol  03mbma®sgool  Gglfogeslomsb
©535300609000. GHM530HMbEGHOL dmbgBHJool BMMABY odmlsbmo BomEs-Gbgsco sMol
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SBGHMIWNOHO  ©3MegdsMS (3B, 3569, 35033 530) B4Y6J309d0L  A5T99MM06YdgEO
Lob3MYBHWO V3M59dS, HMIIEO3 SPROWMOM0Z B0sORBYs 50M(3969d90 O YdwsEIMmE
06593905 Fdobs 20mEMPoL 3@ oS JoMm39wE bsdgsmmdo (b, 1976, 346).

Lo0bEYMGLM FLEBEOGdS 5J3L 3MIM39 290MmMIdeo JomEsls dolEgHogdol bmdon
300353 MmML 3. 30099mbL, G III Lor3mbol GHEMs30BMbEOL dmbg@gdbg godmbobmeo
dH9IM0 56 5MHOL oGS 53 LoEYzol BsdZ0w0 F939d0m, 5M5d9® LOBIMYEH™MEPO W3M57dY,
OHMIgdo3 295960000565 JoMEMSLS O 393500M30IM0 N3Gl VIGOMOL - 9ol Bbd30900,
o0  FomEs  doeosh 003000  godmolobgdms  3bgbby  sTbgMYOMo, bmerm
d9bobmz0l gl B39MEgdM030 3B (. MBS, . MBS 2006, 105).

59 9mbsBEMGOSLMD 53938060930 B396030L Lo0bEHYMgbms F0bosgMMOL  d9sbY
5009300 36960l s Bobgz5MMZ5MOL FoTMUBbLYgds (Bod. I1I).

30b0sFMOOL dsl (3bgboms s BobgzsMmINZsMm0m, sbsEMmy0s Bmgdgdbgds bmas. Howgzwdo
(b5dmOOL  Bbo0350BHYBH0)  Fgdmbggzom  smBmBgboe  BdMOBxsML  LdgFs30L
399mbobEgdoLmMB s LM, IOMTsTo (MK s960L FMboEO3sc0EYEH0) SPOWO ,,dovysbod
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Sbm®, LodsMBA0 50IMBIBO0 dMObK SML LobgErMEMOD LdYF3096 (K oz35b0dz300, 1997,211,
G90. 1-2,3, 232). 58 Lowy93H90do 3bgbol, 5649 3BoL s INZsMOL MOMOgGHm Jgmsbbdgdmwo
399mbobgss dm399meo.

506036 3594@L, B3960 IMLIBOIOOM, 39MPs BLBOL sEIMUsgergm LadsOmzgurmdo,
396dm© 30 4obBsgmdo s0dmbgbowo s d3.§. IV-III bl. @smsmomgdmwo  3903Ebeol Mo
1509 F530-09F9OL IMPZo B5M539dbY T39O F5FMbIBNEGdJd0. JMMOL BIMs3DY
399mbobmeos MJmbsb s  §Bgboeds@men 3bgbby dxwmdo dMdmbsbo, MmIgwoi dgmdy
150933 BB33WIOMos 3bgbol BMMABY IxmIo FOObzgwom. MmMozg 3930l
R5653Dg B0l LoFdMEMOHO F5TMBEbYMdsS IGBOEOD. 39F9d0, BYMIEMW-L3sOLvIo
3033030l 9OHM-9Mm0  X¥aMBoL,  39MdmE  BYMIBME-50TMBSZWIMH0 203303 OO
603xdqdol  LGHoWwom TGO GIME  SHOWMOM0Z  bsfomdoss  doBbgmwo  0vmeEmb
3o3™dodol dog® (2oamdody, 2009, 14-17, &90.1-11). dolo ImbsBEOYIO0m, BoBENLEGH03MM0 MJosbo
3H960L Loboo 3BOL W3M5gdSs FoMTMEY)boEo, MMIgELsa bdoMow FMOb3g o SHESZL. ,mv
3bgbo dBol (3bmzgs® 0MZ3WgdMEs Lods®mM3zgermdo, 0vgemb goamdodol dmbsBEOYGOOm
BMH06390 Izl b ymgowoym® (yoamdody, 1964, 36-37).

599056 9830656y 3530JOMdM, M (3050sRMEOOL BB s©dYFEOEO 3bgbo
Bobgz06mIm35000 0l IbgIMO0-030059055, HMIGEo3 F0EOME 353060 YdMES dBoLs o
d035M0L  3MAL, 9B Fom®msl s  Tgbol  3MEL.  Abgoglo  godmlisbuergdgdom
(639H5035OMYE0 Mmbobo 3b9gbgdom, IbgMgdom, LomEbarol bom, bsdysws m3z56MH0ms s
3bo»Mmdgd0m) 8993005 53M9m3g 93.. IV-III Li-0l G 35¢asbbboeo LodgFsgzo- d93Fwgdol
25653900 305650006, 139O0, S5WRJPN0E, 3MIR0B (MmO mndonsbody 1969, 43),
G9BGH0d0M0sb (Qo3mdodg, 2009, @sd. I), s Lbgs.

5939 Bo0bEHgMglims 356565 boodgeols ImLsbEMgdsls, Mmdgaroi gbgds sbEozwmcmo bsbols
0M0bx oML dowmgdby godmbobmen dbgMgdl, ™I dbgEIM0 [oMmdmogbl JosGmmwo
BB MOHO  356mgmbol  gB-gM doGoms  936L, 035m0l 13059056, OHMIgELs3
JOobEH05BMdOL bsbsdo dobs gmotyol 3w o bogbsgaws (bowsdgwo, 1972, 85).

OMamO3 (36Mmd00s, JomGs Md39wglo 0bEM-0MBMEo P3Megdss. oo JMwEGo
3930399dMwos 930609  sH0sdo  x9M 3093  99999b0IdolL  d5EBHMbMdST©Y,  MLSS
5Q3LGHMMGOL dMEIBIMoTdo (bo@bs) swdmBgbowo d3.f. XV L-ob Lobgwdfogm sGjogol
OO E3HgM™dOL FH9gduEgdo, boss bgomgmo 89539930 bbgs WBxM09dmb gMms,
d0msbME0 9bom, 1305905 oGOl 0dm{idgdgb (35w smos 1927, 181).

d00M5L 3@ J9GO© 39d0IMES 5§9996009d0L OMUL, MHMES 0RO 53Ms-T5DBEL
©599399©gd565 @5 dobo FgmMg 30600 dobs. gl dBol, Lobsmeool, Loggmols o
dMOME9OLMb FgOMHIM0, BsyOIms dmloMbeg s 39000IMO(IMbgms IgsMZ9eo,
L03gmoLy s M3 FM35605, THYIM IRIMZIWO  M3059ds  Fo3900L  FRSMZYIWO39,
O0Igdoi ol 3bgbl §oMsggb (Bogsemsmos 1927: 182). d3.). II-I LL. dommGoobdo w339
RBIOMNMPOOS J93OEIWYOMo I30609 5H0530, FoBLO3MMOIOOm 3MBEBHMLS S 393500M30500,
LoO3 FoMEBL  3MWEAHOLS S SEYHOWMIMOZ  VZMSJBdMS  JOMRZM0  dgfiyds dmbs
(053505005 1938: 7).
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O3 36MdOWos. JoNOML 3G 06M5305L5 s EYBsOL3OMYNT0, 0l MMAMEO3
G0dob 0339000l bbgs H9ga0mbgddo, s6@03MM0 g3mdol dmwml gmfigdol SO MdIMOZ0
dbgMoL 3MEAL, MobOE 5LBEIMGOL 9.5. MS3M-8000MS0LEIO MHYE0gR9gd0, HMIYdBYS
do0sb G0 s Lob3MEMo THYIMO-3005909000 Fodmlsbwero (lermos 1969: 137,
150, 177). 53596 0053538069000 Ly0bEMLMs Bo6r03s Fd30¢5dOL FMVBsBMYDS, Hrrd Obgmo
REOHOYOMO V3593JB0, IRMMYOOBSS 5GOLO, 356M0LO, 39ML3Lo, dgbo, Lsdsbomlo gemfiydol
8000ML (8830 sdg 2005: 105).

sl333bs:
OmamO3 BobL, d3.5. V-IV LL-sb dmymemgdmwo bodo®mggermdo saowmmd®ozsm
9B50JdMEs (369690005 s TbgLMYOOL Fodmliobwergdgdoo 8993mewo bbgsolibgs BmMdol

150933900 @S LYd9F930-09FY00, OMIJWMS F5MV3JOLS Y) MZYdDY sIMFHOWO
253mbsbmEqdgd0 (AbgEOMYd0) MMIsme bsbsdosy 9pMdgegdgb SOLYIMOIL s olobo »bs

9mm53bbgb 5YOWMIMN0Z 3MWGHMOME §6gdo, GMIGETs3 JONOOMMWIE JbOoEI©
OMRMOE SPOWMIN030, 0by I30095HD0MMm-09MdbMEo s B3sOLYYo bgwmzbgdol s

9000l 253c9bo.

8980996900 o@gho@eo:
259946M90d9, 9. (2026). oM - IBOL A5dMLObYgd9d0 AMbOMELB, 596. 089G 0s-320mbgO0.
L5539l 3slO3MO S 5MYFJE093MM0 39MHOMPOL  5MJJMEIMYROE -
obEGMMOMWO 33093560. MD.
393380dg, 0. (2009). 396HIbM-L3sMUBo 299900, §96. 089(H0s-22ebgo0, BoJ>OMII ML
3obO3MMO S 5©MYFg093MM0  39M0MPOL  5MJJMEMYOME-0LEHMMHOMEO
33293960 (H9. 3. 3339MgErody). 0d.

393M380dg, 0. (1964). s®956¢903960 d9gcrg80o Jbbol bymdosb. d.

©6Ys, . (1976). 300093 9OMbggg GHM530DbEHOL dmbgEgdol 03mbmy®msrool gbobgd.
@00 309076¢h0, 11, 0.

©150195, 3. ©Y6©YS, M. (2006). FsBorwyero 6930 bIsH0Zs. DD.
@b, 9. (1968). Bsb Jmgz000b6:896 d39¢798:960 Jbgh9do. 0d.

©69, 9. (1975).  LsdmbgBHm 000md3gzs o 1s353MM-93mbmdoMMo MO OHm™MdH0
0033060530 69990D35EH03M0 Joboergdols Jobgwgoom d3.§. II - sb.§. IV L. oo
30¢90296¢h0, 1, »d.

3501599 3. (2007). 089G00b bsdgazeals pisdsGoropemo 9302598980. 0d.
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WwmOmngoxgsbodg, . (1984). 563031960 bobol Lodos@mzgwmlb 3Mw@&wOol obdmmoobsomzolb,
30 »U3956039¢70 05 50Il33¢9000°, 0.

wmONJoxsbody, 9. (1969). dzgero bsgstorzgerml geroddo329(ho dgacrgdol 3mm3a9bo, 1, md.

05355000, b. (1927). Js35¢750005 33005985 00063l 329¢nH0 bsgs®mozgenmdo, bldd, Gmdo 111
(sqm. x9bgEodol M9.). »d.
05355000, U. (1938). ds35¢m50005 x989- Fobstabol 3-9¢mdo dz9¢» bsgseroz9¢nmdo. 0d.

d030¢0sdy, . (2005). ddgoer@sdg Hdo s sOIMbs3e7wIH0 Gger0g0980 sb.p. I-I1I bl. »d.

6590d300, J. (2007). s0dmbsgengor bsgstozgcmml 8000569000 G069 Sersbhoz0b dggengdo.

»o.

6590d300, J. (2019). 5b96U60L gs5deabsbryengds 39ds by H70635¢0b bsdstrm3600056. 009605~
3Mbgmo#15, mod.

X939b0dg00 4. (1997). 8Gobyrscals bsdgis3980l 960 xgrgo, LLAd, XII, (OGgo. .
Jows330¢00). O.
X535b0330000, J. (1972). #9658b0bols bsgsersds®ol geroddhoz29k0 dggergdo. md.

X935b0830e0, J. (1975).  «9®B8b60oLol bsdserogstol gerodHoz29m0 dggengdo. obE. 99sb.
3960530l Lsdg3609MH™ boolbols dmbadmzgdws FoMdmoygbowo 653G mdo.

0.

bosdgeo, 0. (1972). dmobxsmlb  Fbshzk1ero ©sdds3980L olhem®moobscz30l 6903296
b395309339¢7d0 (86:06x0500L 3690029000 F20529¢035002L35b9¢980560 85¢102980),

250M 3300935 Q05 39GSCMYO, MO.
l'aromupge, 10.M (1979). Camaziro, n3z. Merruepeba, T6.

Ilermos, A.  (1969). /Jpepunme @Pparusizsr B Cepeprom Ilpumiepromopse Pparurickmue

ITlocearurensasie peisedsr uz Xepcorneca Taspuieckoro. Mocksa
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G90vge0gdols sefigeo:

1.

30bosgm®moL  LoGodmm  3md3wgdldo  s0dmBgbomo  ®mobols  dMs,  FomMob
99500 dbgMoL godmbobmwgdoo.

30b0sgmMmoL  Lo@odmm  3md3wgdldo 5©0dmBgbowo ™mobol dws, LESGH03MO
3mbBs8do dymxzo dbgcol 4odmlsbwymgdoo.

30bosgMm®oL  Bo@odmm 3m33egdbdo s0dmBgbowo mobol dmems, 3bgbols o
Bobg35m3MZ5M0L godmbobwyargdom.
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