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Abstract. The paper investigates the functioning of Emphasis Markers in English and
Georgian political media discourse through a contrastive analysis. Emphasis markers are the
subclass of commentary pragmatic markers - lexical expressions carrying representational
meaning defining the whole message as well as procedural one, as a comment on any aspects of
the basic message. Six subclasses of the commentary pragmatic markers can be distinguished
according to the aspect of the basic message which is commented on: assessment markers,
manner-of-speaking markers, hearsay markers, mitigation markers, emphasis markers and
evidential markers.

Pragmatic markers are illocutionary force indicating devices that can be spotted almost in
all languages. But there may be some similarities or differences in the peculiarities of their
functioning in every other language. There may also be differences in their usage on the
pragmatic level in different languages. Such variation depends on the linguo-cultural peculiarities
of the nation which uses the language and the language itself.

The research resource is the corpus to be analyzed consisting of interviews chosen from
English and Georgian printed and internet media from the section of politics (total 47 interviews).
According to the aims of the study 1000-1000 pragmatic markers were found in each segment of
the corpus. Close analysis of the texts of English and Georgian political interviews (based on the
specially created data corpus mentioned) reveals the illocutionary force of expressing emphasis
presented by special linguistic means - illocutionary force indicating devices, particularly by
Emphasis Markers.

Despite the fact, that the functioning of pragmatic markers in the political media discourse
is greatly affected by the linguo-cultural character of the nation speaking the language, the article
reveals that there is some similarity between the languages: the results show that the Emphasis
Markers were found more in Georgian with a slight difference from its parallel English segment
of the corpus. However, such markers are about 11% of commentary markers of both segments
and are not represented in large numbers in either. This fact indicates that neither Georgian nor
English-speaking respondent tends to often highlight any aspect of the main message.

Key Words: Emphasis Markers, Pragmatic Markers, Contrastive analysis, Political
interview.
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(1) o) My view on race has always been that it's complicated. It's not just a matter of head
— it's a matter of heart. It's about interactions. What happens in the workplace, in schools, on
sports fields, and through music and culture shapes racial attitudes as much as any legislation
that's passed. I do believe that we re making slow and steady progress (9)'.

8) I do think the American people are more patient than we think. I think they want to
know that we can make progress, that we can succeed (2).

) - Did you think of ringing the BBC yourself?

- I was in a state of total shock , really. I couldn't understand... you see. I was in southern
Italy, I don't have television, I don't get newspapers, we don't have the internet. To suddenly find
I was mixed up in all this and I didn't know what Newsnight were going to say. It really was a
horrendous shock (3).

©) The reality is that we never entered this engagement in Iraq with the level of resources
that the Department of Defense said we needed in order to really bring stability there. I think that
is a concern. My concern is that if you re going to do this we need to do it with all the resources
possible. Here's a concern: we spend 3.8% of GDP right now on deféense. That is less than any
time since the end of the Cold War in terms of a percentage of spending. We 've never spent that
small amount of our GDP during a shooting war. You have to wonder, are we trying to do too
much with too little? And that's a challenge (1).

9) ... You may well be right. I can have a more comfortable life, not necessarily such an
interesting one, if I went along with the flow and said yes it's inevitable. But I believe, you put
yourself in my position, it you believe what I believe, do you think well we should give up and
things which you genuinely believe are wrong and dangerous to human happiness, not just to my
people but to all people, things that are wrong I should just pass by on the other side of the road
and let it happen. Why on earth should I do that? (8)
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