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THE MANIFESTATION OF LINGUISTIC MASTERY IN THE KNIGHT IN THE
PANTHER’S SKIN: THE ROLE OF THE POSTPOSITIONAL SUFFIX IN THE
FORMATION OF RHYTHMIC STRUCTURE
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Abstract. This paper explores the linguistic structure of Shota Rustaveli’s epic poem The Knight
in the Panther’s Skin, focusing specifically on the relationship between suffixation (savrtstobi) and
rhyme. The research identifies and analyzes instances where suffixation serves a grammatical function
and where it is employed solely for the purposes of rhyme and metrical consistency. Particular attention
is given to the poem’s strict metrical scheme and the impact it has on linguistic forms. Through close
textual analysis, the study reveals that Rustaveli skillfully preserved or adapted grammatical norms to
achieve poetic effect. This research highlights the dynamic interplay between linguistic form and poetic
content in The Knight in the Panther’s Skin, demonstrating how the flexible use of suffixation
contributes to the poem’s aesthetic harmony and stylistic refinement.
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