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Abstract. Typological linguistics classifies languages based on specific structural features.
Joseph Greenberg’s quantitative-typological classification (Greenberg, 1994) introduced a
methodology for the quantitative analysis of these structural features. The purpose of this study is to
use Greenberg's morphological indices (agglutination, flexion, synthesis, derivation-flexion,
composition, prefixing, and suffixing indices) to determine the typological characteristics of the
Kartvelian languages (New Georgian, Old Georgian, Svan, Mingrelian, and Laz) and to assess the
similarities and differences among them.

The methodology involves the synchronic glossing of 300-word text samples and subsequent
mathematical calculations. The results indicate that all five Kartvelian languages (including Old
Georgian) are classified as synthetic.

Based on the agglutination index, the languages generally lean towards a flexional type, with the
exception of Mingrelian and Laz, which show higher agglutination index values. The data also revealed
that flexional affixes significantly outnumber derivational affixes, and suffixing indices are higher than
prefixing indices, supporting the general suffixing tendency of Kartvelian languages.

The composition index is low across all languages studied. These quantitative findings provide
an objective means for precisely defining the typological affiliation of the Kartvelian languages and
clarifying their position within the broader linguistic classification system.

Keywords: Language Typology; Kartvelian Languages; Morphological Indices; Agglutination
Index; Synthesis Index; Flexion.
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BBAMJBH0.  BHO3MWMA0MM0  gbomdg3bogMgds  gbsms  3slogozsosl  sbgbl
LAHOMIGHIOMo  bodbgdol  Logwdzgwdy. xmby  aMbdgMAoL  (Greenberg, 1994)
3396H0GOGH0MM-G03MMmomEds  3000b0g0353058  Tglodegdgeo  gobos  gbomo
LAHOMIGHMIOMo  60dbgdol  MoMmEIbMmdMmO30  33g3s. BsdMMAOL Jobsbos, MObdMYOL
dOBMEMA0)H0 060gJugdolL (53ww)E0bsgool, Bwgdlools, LobmgbmMMdOL, IMH0gs30s-
2wgdlool, 3033mBoool, 30930gbIMdOL, L3oglOHMdOL) 45dmygbgdom, 3sbolsBgMML
JoOM390M6 gboms (sboewo Jo@omvyero, dz9wo JoOmwo, 135G, dgaMIEo, WsHYGO)
G03MEMP0MOHO bSO s F9M3w0bEIl Abs3Lds-gbLb35398930 Bo0d FmMOU.

3309306 dgomOmemyos  9xdbgds  300-Lodygzosbo  Lo33wgz0  BHaduBgdOL

LobJOMboE FeMbOMGdSBS S F509ToEH03NIM oTMMZGOL. 33¢930L F9IRO© VOR0b.,
M mOb0gg JoOmM390OH0 9bs (A5 FmEMol d39w0 JoOmweo) LobmgBLYHO BollosMOLss.

93 BHobsgool 0bgdlol  dobgzom,  gbgdo  w@G™m  dgBHo  0bMH9d0sb
R9gdboMOHMdOL3I0, 90 FJOWIOLS s sBMMOLS, MMIGEM3 F9JOIMIOIOM FoIEO
539 EH0bsE30MOMdOL  Joh39bgdegdo  5930m. AsTM3wobEs, M3 Gwgdlodo  sx30dlgdo
b FoMmDMOL IM03530EL, beagnem Baodlgdol MoMmEIbmds - 30)91304bgdoL MOMEIBMBSL, Mo3
JoOH»390M0 96900L Bmysw LROJuLO 3H9bwIbEOL SILEHWEMYOL. 3MI3MBoEooL 0brgduo
439005 96580 QOd0S.

d009dMwo  GomIbmdMo30  IMbs3gdgoo  LYdMOgdSl 093,  MB0YIEBH IO
3960L5BO3OML  JoOrmz9wmHo 9bgd0l BMLGHO BHo3MmEME0MOo 3M3bowgds s Bsmgwo
3°bgl 35070 5EAO0WO 9bsM5 GHO3MWMYOME 3WSBOR03ZS305T0.

1553356dm Lodyzgdo: gboms BH03MWMy0s; JoOM39w YO0 967d0; FMORMEMYOWGO
060@99d19d0; 53 EH0bs300l 0bwgJuo; LEbMYBYYOMBOL 0bEgJLo; BEgdloMEMdS.

d9L535¢w0.  OLEBHMOOW-IOIMIPOIOMO S 3MBBOIGHVIM-5015¢ MO TgNMEJOIOLYD
3o6Lb353900m, 3H03MEMAO0MmO Wobya30LE03> dgolfogeol gbsl M™ols s LogdEol
B9JHMMJO0LPD ©sIMM300IOSE, BMIMBOMOYdS dob Mb03xABITMG S GHO3MEMYO)E
doboloomgdgdby (godydgarodg o Lbg., 2008). 9bsms LEHOIEGHOHIWO M35 LEBOHOLOM
dgbfogamod sB39bs, MM oblbgsgzgdmo FomBmdmdol 9gbgdlss 30 d9godegds 3Jmbogm
3oLOMEIM0  Go3MmEMmoEmo boglgds. 5356 Logwmdzgwo Bomystrs 0dol assbEYdLL, GM™A
96036030 LBEHMWJGHMOGOO bobosMEYOS F9M3IZGMIWO BHO3MWMYOOHO TYHBOMYOIZJOOMs S
36909350960 Hgbgdoom.

JoOmz9mmo  9bgdol FMmOBMWMP0MMo  3esloBooEos 9 E0bszo®-
29gLoYOMBOL M35LsBOOLOM MY 0)393L MOIBOMZDYdL. Jobgsgzs 0dobs, MM
JoOmmo Labgarobs s BIboL LGS bdoMsw s3wBHobsgome GHodl 80530369096
(09e00dod30e0, 2001), 96530 5615533MISGHME), 3MwonMbJ30e dmORgToms sSOLYdMDS (359,
3653WMdOMO  Mobzols o 3000l JOMOOHMMo  AsdMbs@3s  BIbsdo)  dormomgdl
19gLoMOHMBOL Fowow boGolbbby.
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oLAHMOONWO®  9BsMS  BHO3MWMYoNHO  ZsloxgogsEos sofym XIX  Lowmzmbgdo
BOHOOOb ©5 5337V eI gdom, OEMdwgddsg 96980 @sY39L BwJLoY® ©s sgoJLoC e
(53 E0bs30MO)  BH03gdo©, by 30w3gwd RMb  3MFdMEEAGHTS  SIMORMEO O
063mMH3mOM53090  G03900 odsds. XX Lomzmbgdo gt bgdo®ds (Sapir, 1921)
30b0g035300LM30L 25dM0Ygbs IMMmRGIomMs MMEYbMdS LoEYz5d0 (LobMYHBOL batrolbo) s
96599505 J9960100900L boliosmo (53ew)E0bsE0IMOMdS/BYDOMEOMDY).

50 BsdMMIoL MgMOOMo LogdzgEros X¥MHBgz aM0bdgMaol (Greenberg, 1994) doge
3949600 IMORMEMY0IO-GH03MEMA0M0  3e0sll0g03sE0d, MMIgEog  LEHOMIGMIOIE
60dbgol  MomYbMdM0z5  2odmboBogl,  Momog  Bodwegdsl 0dwrgzs  BLGe
39b0LsBO3IOML, My GMIgwo  GHo30L3gb YBOHM  obMHYds gl vy ol gbs. (Bobws
53 BHobsgom®o b6 jdobs Bargdiom®o 96900 96 SOBYOIMBL, sFoFGHMI 336G 0G0
d90OMm©O 235993l Lodw)oEgdsl, 35A0bM™m  Fgb9b30s. 65MMAoL  Jobsbos, ).
30063960l 060gJugdol (s Eobsiool,  gargdlbool,  LobmgbmG™MdOL,  FangdLos-
©9MH035300L,  3Mm980JuE™mdol,  LMBodlEMBdOLs s 3MmI3MboEool)  Asdmygbgdom,
©535030bmm, gbsms MMIge {Hodl 3969303693056 JormnzgamEmo 9bgdo (sbsgro Jo@ommero,
d39w0 J56000, b3sbMMOo, I9aMME0, sBMEMO) s MO F0TMMYDsS Boo FmMol Aboglgds-
396Lb353900L MZoLEBOOLOM. 330930l MBdOYIEL HoMBMoPIbL Mmmbo JoGmzgarMo 9bs:
JoOmmo (sbogro s d39¢00), L3690, 9o s sHBMEMmO. MoMMYMo 950D
509dMos  300-LoGygzosbo  dm@Emeemdol  Lozzergzo Bodu@gdo  Lobddmbomwo
965¢0Bolm30b.

1. 5bogEro JoMonyeo: b. 49ws8300, 035000 39bsmMgdMo dso: 8ddMmbo, »ddHbo s
365860 (1990).

2. 3390 JoMr0veo: JoMmmveo 3OHmbo, Bmdo I: Jdsbozob [sdgds (1982).

3. bgsbmEo: 3. ®MBMM0s, 135699H0 gbob Lobgwddn3sbgam: sggordo fisbzers (2008).

4. 9930meo: 3. @mdos, 6. geLodos, 99O o  GHJuBHgoo: mpzol  s88s30 @
Jsdobgogemo ogrrermgos (2012).

5. @dBMM0: . 39OGHMDB0s, IGO0 S WsBWMO GHgJuBd0: dmers bsbitgobo s
bgcerdpogg (2008).

3900m©900. 659600 9yMHDbMBS XMz 4M0bdgMA0L (Greenberg, 1994) 335630 sGH06M-
G03MmM0e IgomEL, HOMIgEos geolbdmdl dgMBgmwo &gduGgdol 9. §. bsbmsdm®mols
30mboMgdsby s 9990 INORMEMA0IMHO0 060gJugdoL Jo09TE0IE PoTMMZS:

1. LobYBMMMIOL 0bgdio (M/W): dmORgdsms (M) omgbmdol 9953500 9gds
LoGY3900lL (W) Gr0m@©gbMdsLlmsb. sbHslosmgdl Lo@yzol JmOBMWMYoMGmo LEHGWJGHMOOL
LoMOmwmegl.

2. 3m33mbogool o0bgdio (R/W):  docgmwo  dmexqdgdol  (R)  ®om@gbmdol
398560905 LOGHY3900L (W) MoMmEYbMBdSLMLD.

3. 03Bobsgool  0bgdbo  (A/):  syaGobsgo®o  30mbBLEGHMWJ30900L  (A)
50MgbMdoL F9535M©Gds M B9dgdol dglags®ms (J) Mom@gbmdolimsb.

o J9bsgsm0s 05 9bmds Lo@gzs80 9HMom bs3egd0s FMOmRITGOOL MomMmYbMdsDY.

4. 900353008 0bgduo (D/W): ©gM03530wo  dmemxgdgdool (D) Gom@gbmdol
3983560905 LOGHY3900L (W) MoMEYbMBdSLMLD.

5. gegdbools 0bgduo (F/W): 13¢0gdso®o dmema3qdgdol (F) Gomogbmdol 9953560090
L0GHY3900L (W) Mot gbmdsLmsb.

6. 3M9xodumwmdols 0bgdio (P/W): 36gx0duvmeo dm6m39d9d0L (P) Gomgbmdols
3953560905 bLOGHY3900L (W) MoMmEYbMBdSLMD.
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7. bLmBoJumEMdoL 0bgduo (S/W): Lbxodimwo dmeRJIGOIOL (S) GomEgbmdols
3983560905 bLOEHY3900L (W) MoMmEYbMBISLMD.

3mboMgdobsl  Mbomeo  (Begdbom®o)  3mbLEGHOWYI30900  (56553EMISEGHWIOO,
3moxbd3om®mo Immggdgdo, dsy., B3w9dolb bdmgbol sdwsm@EHo 96 dmMxggdoms dgefyds —
BB0s, OMAMOE B3569M30) gomzswobobgdmeos FargdlowGMdOL LalsMAgdE MO, M3
396LsBO3MH3L 53 BH0bs300L B 0bgJLl.

8993000 > Blxgermds.  3330L  FJEYRE  JoRIdNWo  JoOMZIwH®  gboms
3396H0G5GH0MM-G030mMmy0OH0 0609dlgdo FoMdmwagbowos gbMogr 1-do.

gb®ogo 1

JoOM3900M6O 9655 IMORMEMY0M-E03MMmQ0)MH0 0bgdugdo (x. gMobdgcyol
9d9MEOm):

S Lobog 960 30d3m
RINH 3M9530g Logodl

qbo méoi 001?6016 Loob EDGOO rOGOO bermd W)OHMOO

5300 0

o w1 E | ow | ew ob (PW) || b (s/w)
Sb.
Jotroo 031 2.14 1.04 0.11 1.01 0.34 0.7
7)Q00
ds.
JoGo 0.27 2.18 1.17 0.05 1.02 0.17 1.01
7)Q00
5350 | .15 2.0 0.7 0.08 1.05 0.27 0.4
Mo
g:oo'ﬂ 0.54 2.04 0.8 0.07 1.03 0.15 0.62
83 | .52 1.97 0.9 0.05 1.02 0.14 0.56
o
LboboyBGMdOL 0bgdio (M/W)

0b6@gdlol dobggom, mmbogg JoOmzgwmeo 9bs (Bsm JmEol dzgero  JoOmwero)
3WsboROE0MEYds  MMAMEOE LobmgBMGO. gzgwsbg dowswo  FsB3969d9wo o3l dgge
JoOrmmls (2.18), benenm 439esbg @sdswo - gaGmvyanls (1.97).
e 096056dos (LEbMYBMGMBOL bsMolbom): Tgadwo < bgsbmMo < WsbwmMo < sb.
JoOmmo < dg. JoHomwmero.

5303 065300l/Begduool 0begdbo (A/])
0b@gduol  dobggzom, x. aM0bdgMHP0 s MEHObs30IMI© BooBbggl 9bgdL, Lowsa
9563969090 509d5@9ds 0.50-b. 59 3M0E MO0l dobgz00:

o @SBMOO (0.54) s> 3gaMHeo (0.52) 539636 s3EH06530MOMBOLIE AoobESL.
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o3B30 Jotomvyeo (0.31), dggeo JsMomeo (0.27) s 3obbsgmmmgdom bgsbm®o (0.15)
HL05MYOS MMM E BegdbomEo GHodol gbs.
e 09650Jos  (53)B0obogools bo@olbom): bgsbm®mo < dggwo JoOomwo < sbswwo

JoOoeo < 8960 < oBMO.

©96035300L (D/W) s gergdbools (F/W) obogdigdo

g39ws  Joemzgm®  9bsdo  gwgdbool  0bwgduo  360d3bgermgbo  5©ToEgds
©9M035300L 0bgdll, Mo3 JoMMOoMYdL 035D, MM JMOBMWMYOME 3MbLEGHM™MJ309dd0
36595303790 (Bgdso©o) 5530d8900 bFoMOMBL gJLo3ME (EIMOZ530vX) 5530Jl9db.
e 43959 3505¢0 BegJloMMds: 390 Jo@myeo (1.17).
e 439msHY B0 BeglorGmds: Lgsbwmo (0.7).
e 0965MJos (Begdbool bs@olbom): 113569900 < WsBMOO < FgaMo < sb. Jo@mwo <

d3. Joeomo.

369x0Jumemdols (P/W) s Lyygodlw®mmdol (S/W) 0bogdlgdo

9b65oboll  dggpo  bLYBoJumG™Mdol  0bgdugdo  gzgws  gbsdo  59ToBgds
309830Jumwmdol  0bgdlgdl, o3 Johmzgwm@mo 96900l Lyygoduby®d  BHgbgbiosl
5QLGHMYOL.
e 439Dy Bomsero byxzgodbmGmds: d39wo Jodoaro (1.01).
e 439wBg 050 bNBobyO@ds: 369960 (0.4).
e 096050dos (LGkoJuGMdOL bos®olbom): ULzsbmmo < FgaOmwo < @sHMGO < sb.

JoOmmo < dg. Joomwero.

e 4399 5050 3MYBOJUMEMds: sboeo Johonmero (0.34).

3033mBbogool obegdlo (R/W)
3033mBogool 0bgdbo yzgms 9bsdo  sMOL  @sdswo (1.002-sb 1.05-80g), G5

d0»0mgdL 035BHg, O™I 9O LoGyzsdo MOBY IgBo doMgmwo JmMxgdol Fo@dmoagbol
39000b393900 033050000.

B396 8096 domMgdmo 33563 0@ 9GH0M0 399900 300-boEY3096 3H9du@gdby (OO
1) do6H0mss© 9@ILEGHMMHGIL 0Mm0by dgarododzowol (dgerododzoero, 2010) doge 100-
L0GY3096 G9JuB9dBg B0MgdME sL3369dL, MMAES GHIJVEGHOL FMEMIWMBOL QobMEST MBOM
39G0 LBEBBOWOMBDS 5 LODBMLEY Fgdods Imbo39090L.

bobgBYGMBOL  Fsoo s gOHMYZMM35b0  FobB3z96909e0  (1.97-2.18) bsows
5B39693L, MM Johm3z9gwmo 9690, GHMIOEOIE0  ©oYmBoL  byoglo, bsdz0ws©
LobMYHMMO FHo3obss.

5@MBH0obsgool  06gJbmsb  ©s393d06Mgd0om, B3360  303mmgbs  bsfowrmdemog
BB IOS. BHEOPOE0IO dmbsBOHOOL J0bYs350, T JoMIo SE0bsom®mo
9659, B3960 330930l F99a900 (sb. Johomeo 0.31, d3. Jodomeo 0.27, 1356960 0.15)
5B39690L, B3 gl gbgdo MRO™ dgEHe© FagdlomdMdolzgh obMgdosb (0bwgduo < 0.50). gu
39090 90mbg93s 0. Ige0dodz0eol (39erododzoeo, 2010) ImbsbMYdL JoOrmzgaeme 969830
139gdLoMOMBOL Joso bamolbols dglobgd, Mog 93¢MAsGH“IOOL A39MPOM 5M1553E MG,
dM53mdomo  BMbJgool  Jmbg  FmMHRYIGBOL  SOLYOIMBO ML AB30MMIYOMEO.
952505, 135699MHT0 500b0Tbs M350 Fgdmbg93s, MEILSE BMBYE03MMO 3MM(39LgdoL
3990 ImM79Iom BoDBPZMOL go3egds F9w9dgdYI0s, M3 BYHBOOL SOBYGOMBL SELEMEMIOL),
653 05308 D03 4963306MHMBGOL 5 )EH0bsE00L IdSE 0bEYJLU.

390mb653woll  FoMdmoagbgb dga®nmo (0.52) s @sbymGo (0.54), HmIwgdog X.
36063960l  3M0EJMH0MT0m s EBH0bs30M0 9bgdol BPZIMDBY ©ABB. gl Fgodegds
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