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Abstract. This article examines the reflection of the Areopagitic conception of good and evil
in Georgian Romanticism and earlier literature. The study focuses on the philosophical doctrine of
Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, according to which good represents absolute perfection and the
primordial essence, whereas evil is not an independent substance but rather the result of deviation
from and privation of good.

The article analyzes the evolution of this philosophical concept in Georgian literature,
beginning with early Christian hagiographic works (The Martyrdom of Shushanik, The Martyrdom
of Abo), where evil is represented as an external hostile force. In the 11th century, following
Ephrem the Lesser translation of Areopagitic texts into Georgian, Pseudo-Dionysius doctrine
exerted considerable influence on Georgian literary thought. This influence is particularly evident
in David the Builder Penitential Hymns and especially in Shota Rustaveli The Knight in the Panther
Skin, where the relationship between good and evil assumes an ontological character.

The study also examines the continuity of Areopagitic ideas in Georgian Romanticism,
particularly in the works of Nikoloz Baratashvili, Grigol Orbeliani and David Guramishvili.
Although Romantic poets may not have been directly familiar with Areopagitic philosophy, their
creative works reflect an inertial continuation of this philosophical doctrine, which had been
established in Georgian literature during the Renaissance period. For the Romantics, good was
associated with national and personal freedom, while deviation from it generated evil forces. This
study underscores the significance of Areopagitic doctrine in the formation of Georgian literary
tradition and worldview.

Keywords: Areopagitic theology; Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite; good and evil; Georgian
Romanticism; Neoplatonism; Georgian literature.
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356¢03mLYdL 599399b0mM0 gmags guobgdm@sm, MHmym®s ,Lsdgm dbgero®, 33130l serols

286



PHILOLOGICAL RESEARCHES FOMMMMANMOM0O 336M)3700
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Lolvyeoghm  I[gMemdsdo  MEsdbm  3sdmboEEIO  SEAOWO0s, RSO MmOHIMGO OOOL
3968530mdsdo MEsdbm ogm oo Loswgmm dolool sLlOmgdws. b LogmEg

080530L LodgmBgEos, SFo@™MI o5 bozwgdoss dmxggboo m3zmoMo Loggmg. MBEol
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0300060 ol 9gH0sMgds; O MdbmTo M300M ol IMIGdIME 5ROl
93gboMmo  LogmEOL  W330MYOOL  dBom. 53439960VIM0, KMXMBINMOO  SOYHOWO
Lodmmbol Fobslobgo goMs0gdbgds” [mosdz0wo, Bgdmazol FomEHMm©Ib Msdbms/* Bgdo
LoddMOM], dMOMEJOL M30MHOL30MPIdS LO3IMY. MVBM, Bsbsd 0o JMolidg dozoM.,
0MOMFGHOSL 2oBoLOb0gMYOs, IMIWYdIMO 0gm Ym39wa35M gJumgGH0IOMOSL, bmerm sl
390009, o3 JOoLGHGI osdaMibs 9dds30, MLdbm Lsdmmbg odas. Lozgomgd, 9649
30039wbofiyolbds  Bosboggzws  dmdm@o.  Lsghm  IFgOHwmdsdo  MEsdbm  3bm3mYdSL
3965Lob0gMYAL, BoM505d30¢0l  gdldoz MELdbm  (3bMm3zMgdol LoddMEMs. 5dd399bomE
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